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Packaging Changes with the Editor 

Welcome to the Editor 

Prism Deploy® Editor is the program for building deployment packages. Prism Deploy saves you a 
great deal of time by allowing you to capture software changes into a Package that can be 
distributed to computers across your organization to make those same changes, without requiring 
you to visit each computer to manually install or update software. 

Prism Deploy Editor builds Prism files (Packages, Executable Packages, and Pictures). These 
files are the basis for Prism Deploy Tasks that are distributed through the Prism Console. 

Unlike complex scripting tools, the Prism Deploy Editor is amazingly easy to learn and use. But 
thatôs not all. Packages built with Prism Deploy install with near 100% reliabilityðevery time. This 
means that youôre not spending days or weeks scripting deployment tasks and youôre not visiting 
computers fixing problems post-deployment. Prism Deploy makes your company more efficient 
and productive. 

What Kind of Packages can I Build with Prism Deploy? 

Whether you need to rollout a complex application suite, delete some troublesome software, 
install a new printer, or change usersô permissions on a registry key or file, Prism Deploy can 
package and deploy those changes. 

How the Prism Deploy Editor Works 

Prism Deploy Editor has an Expert that takes you through the simple steps to building a 
deployment Package: 

1. Take a baseline picture of a clean PC 

2. Make changes (install software, delete software, update the registry, and so on.) 

3. Name the Package 

4. Find changes to create the Package 

Please refer to this documentation for important best practices for building Packages. This 
documentation includes information on using the advanced features such as customizing 
Packages to install in diverse environments, digitally signing a Package so only authorized 
computers install it, setting requirements for target computers to check before installing a 
Package and much more. 

  



Package Editor User's Guide 

2 

Contacting Technical Support 

If you are unable to locate answers to your questions about Prism Deploy within this document, 
please use the following resources to receive assistance: 

Web site:      www.newboundary.com 
 
Here you will find the online New Boundary Technologies Support Forum, knowledge 
base articles, and responses to frequently asked questions. The Support Forum is an 
interactive discussion tool that will bring you in touch with other users of New 
Boundary Technologies software. 
 
By registering, you can stay up-to-date with the forum(s) of your choice. Automatic e-
mails will be sent to you as new messages are posted. 

Phone:          612-379-1851 
or 800-747-4487 
 
Available 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Central Time, Monday through Friday 
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What is a Prism File? 

Prism Deploy lets you create several types of files to suit a variety of needs and situations. 
Pictures, Packages, and Prism Executable Packages are the three unique types of files created 
by the Prism Deploy Expert. 

All three types of files: 

Á Bring multiple files together in one place. 

Á Are automatically compressed prior to being stored. 

Á Can be edited and customized. 

Á Can be installed on ð and uninstalled from ð any computer. 

Á Can be created manually. 

The Prism files differ in the amount of information stored in each and how each file is installed on 
a computer. 

Á Package 

Á Prism Executable Package 

Á Picture 

Package file 

Packages are stored as a single, compressed files called Portable Windows Change (.PWC) 
files. Packages can: 

Á Install and uninstall software on any computer(s), anywhere. 

Á Fix Windows and application problems. 

Á Set or change registry and NTFS permissions. 

Á Evaluate target systems for administrator-defined installation requirements. 

Á Transport Web downloads or applications from one computer to another. 

Á Distribute and repair applications for mobile users. 

Á Install patches, upgrades, and incremental changes enterprise-wide. 

Á Install printer drivers on-the-fly. 

Packages contain changes, additions, and deletions to the software on the computer, including: 

Á INI file lines or sections 

Á registry keys 

Á registry and NTFS permissions 

Á sections of special text files (such as AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS) 

Á single desktop icons 

Á single items in the Start menu 

Á files and folders 

The easiest and most complete way to create a Package is by using the Prism Deploy Expert. 
You can also create Packages by comparing two existing Packages or by building a customized 
Package. 
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Packages typically include the contents of folders and files. However, if you create a Package by 
comparing two Pictures that store only file information (not the file contents), the resulting 
Package will not contain the contents of files. 

When a Package is installed, the contents of the Package is added and merged to that on the 
target computer. 

Prism Executable Package 

Prism Executable Packages are actually standalone executables (.EXE). 

A Prism Executable Package will be larger than the Package used to create it, because the Prism 
Executable Package contains the software that the target computer needs to run it. Prism 
Executable Packages are ideal for updating remote computers, traveling laptops, and other 
computers over which you do not have full control. 

Picture file 

A Picture is a copy of the files and registry settings from the computer, compressed into a 
single file. Pictures can: 

Á Be used later as a baseline for finding changes. 

Á Backup and restore your customized software setup. 

Á Be compared to the current setup or another Picture to find changes. 

The extension Prism Deploy uses for Picture files is .PWF. 

A Picture contains information about the software on the computer, as well as the configuration of 
the computer, including: 

Á INI files 

Á registry sections (for example, all of the current user or hardware settings sections) 

Á registry and NTFS permissions 

Á special text files (such as AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS) 

Á the desktop (all the icons that are displayed on the Windows desktop) 

Á shortcuts 

Á the Start menu 

Á information about files and folders 

Even though individual files and registry sections are compressed into a larger file, they each 
retain their original path, size, creation date, and so on. 

When you take a Picture of the computer, you may specify the information that will be stored in 
the Picture or use one of Prism Deployôs predefined options. When Prism Deploy takes a Picture 
using its preset options, it does not store the contents of each file, only information about the file. 
Storing only file information decreases the time needed to take a Picture and takes less disk 
space than storing the contents. Customized Pictures can store the complete contents of folders 
and files. (See Customized Picture Options.) 

When a Picture is installed on a computer, files and registry information are copied to the target. 
Shortcuts, files, and folders on the Desktop, in the Start menu, and in Application Data that are 
not part of the Picture are removed from the target. 
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How Prism Deploy Stores Files and Folders in Pictures 

The information stored in a Picture affects how you can use the Picture later on. If the registry or 
INI files are included in a Picture, Prism Deploy stores all the information about these files, 
including their contents. For all other files, Pictures can store: 

Á just information about the files 

Á the entire contents of the files it finds on your computer 

Contents of a Baseline Picture Taken with the Expert 

When you take a Picture using the Expert, the resulting Baseline Picture can be used as a basis 
for comparison when you install new hardware or software. The Expert takes a Picture of your 
entire system, recording the name, and time and date stamp of all files. However, it does not 
store the contents of files and folders, just information about them. Storing only the file 
information takes considerably less disk space and time, but still provides all the information 
Prism Deploy needs later to find the changes made to a computer. 

Contents of a Customized Picture 

Storing the contents of files in a customized Picture lets you restore entire files from the Picture. 
The files are available if you need to install the Picture on a computer or recover a file later on. 
You can either install the entire Picture or drag-and-drop a file from the Prism Deploy Editor 
window to the appropriate folder on your system. Installing the Picture does not remove files that 
have been added since the Picture was taken. 

When Prism Deploy stores the contents of files in a Picture, the resulting Picture is rather large. 
Prism Deploy compresses its information about 40ï70%. If you take a Picture containing 500 MB 
of content, the resulting Picture with file contents is approximately 250 MB. 

A Picture alone cannot be used to install an entire operating system or restore a computer to its 
original state. Because Prism Deploy is a 32-bit application, it must have a Windows operating 
system loaded before it can run. Prism Deploy Pictures cannot return a computer to its original 
state because installing a Picture does not remove files or registry entries that were added after 
the Picture was taken. However, a combination of Pictures and Packages can be used to return a 
computer to its original state. 

You can also configure Prism Deploy to capture version information. Check the appropriate box in 
the Options | Settings tab. This setting applies to both Pictures taken with the Expert and Pictures 
you create manually. It may affect which, if any, conflicts that Conflict Checker finds between two 
Prism files. 

What Happens When You Install a Prism File 

When a Prism file is installed, all the files and directories whose contents are stored in the Prism 
file replace existing files and directories with the same name on the computer. 

Merging Registry Information 

Registry information is merged into the computerôs existing registry. This means that: 

Á Registry keys that are in both the Prism file and in the computerôs current registry will 
contain the Prism fileôs value after it is installed on the computer. 

Á Registry keys that are only in the Prism file are added to the computerôs registry. 

Á Registry keys that are only in the computerôs current registry are not affected. 

Á Permissions for registry keys in the Prism file are added to the key's existing permissions. 
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Adding Files, Folders, and Icons 

When a Prism file is installed, only directories and files with the same name are replaced on the 
computer. The following information is merged into the existing system in the same way as 
registry keys are merged when a Prism file is installed on a computer: 

Á INI file lines 

Á Registry keys 

Á File and folder permissions 

Á Sections of special text files (such as AUTOEXEC.BAT, CONFIG.SYS, NET.CFG) 

Á Single desktop icons 

Á Single items in the Start menu 

Á Items that were deleted 

Delete and Replace Items 

If the Prism file contains deleted items, items with the same name on the target system are 
deleted. 

You can define exactly when you want to replace or delete existing files when a Prism file is 
installed. For example, you can specify that Prism Deploy should only replace the file if the 
time/date stamp on the Prism file is later than on the target system. You can even set different 
replace and delete options for each Prism file and for each item contained in a Prism file. 

Add/Remove Programs 

For a Prism Executable Package, the File Properties let you add an entry to the Add/Remove 
Programs list through the Windows Control Panel. This option is implemented only if the Prism 
Executable Package is installed directly. 

If the Prism Executable Package is installed or run: 

Á Through the Prism Client or from the Prism Deploy Editor (with ), it is treated as a 
Package. The contents can be uninstalled via the Uninstall file. But, an entry is not added 
to the Add/Remove list in the Windows Control Panel. 

Á Directly (for example by double-clicking on the .EXE file) and the Add an entry to 
Add/Remove Programs when the file is run check box is selected on the File 
Properties | Add/Remove tab, the entry in Add/Remove Programs can be used to reverse 
or uninstall the file. 

Installing a Picture versus Installing a Package 

By default, when a Picture is installed, all the files whose contents are stored in the Picture 
replace existing files with the same name on the target computer. Files that exist on the target 
computer but not within the Picture remain unaffected. However, if the Picture contains Start 
menu items and/or desktop shortcuts and folders, the desktop and Start menu in the Picture 
replace the desktop and Start menu on the target computer. 

Registry information in the Picture is merged into the computerôs existing registry. This means 
that registry keys that are in both the Picture and in the target computerôs registry contain the 
Pictureôs value after the Picture is installed on the computer. Registry keys that are only in the 
Picture are added to the target computerôs registry. Registry keys that are only in the computerôs 
registry are not affected. 

When a Package is installed, only folders and files with the same name are replaced on the 
computer. All other information, including the Start menu, INI files, and desktop items, is merged 
into the existing system in the same way registry keys are merged when a Picture is installed on 
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a computer. If the Package contains deleted items, the items on the target computer with the 
same name are deleted. 

You can define exactly how Prism Deploy should replace or delete existing files when it installs a 
Prism file. For example, you can specify that Prism Deploy should only replace an existing file if 
the time/date stamp on the file within the Prism file is newer than the existing file on the target 
computer. You can even set different replace and delete options for each item contained in a 
Prism file. For example, you may want Prism Deploy to replace older files with newer files except 
for one DLL file that you want to keep at an older version of the DLL to ensure that your printer 
continues to work. 

Caution: Pictures can be used to back up customizations and other changes. However, using a 
Picture as a backup file does not restore your computer to exactly the state it was in 
when you took the Picture. 
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Best Practices 

To take full advantage of Prism Deployôs powerful, flexible packaging and editing technology, 
please follow the Best Practices listed below. These suggestions come directly from the technical 
support department and preview some of the powerful features and concepts of Prism Deploy, 
which are thoroughly explored in other parts of the Help and User Guides. 

Use the Expert to Lead You through the Correct Steps in Package Creation 

Prism Deploy is not like other packaging tools for software distribution. There is no complex 
scripting required. For nearly all situations, the Expert makes the right choices. Once you become 
more familiar with Prism Deploy, you can experiment with custom settings, taking custom 
pictures, manually creating Packages, and so on. But start with the Expert. 

Build Packages on a Clean Machine 

It is important to build on a clean machine because Prism Deploy uses differencing technology 
(that is, what has changed on this system since the Baseline Picture was taken?). A clean 
machine insures that Prism Deploy pulls all the necessary files, folders, shortcuts, and settings 
into the Prism file. 

For example, if you want to build a Package that includes a desktop shortcut to a system utility 
such as Notepad, be sure to build it on a system that does not already have a desktop shortcut to 
Notepad. Otherwise, Prism Deploy will not detect that you have added a new item on the 
desktop, so it will not include the shortcut in the Package. 

Build Operating System-Specific Packages when Necessary 

Many Packages will work on any version of Windows. However, some applications install 
platform-specific changes. You need to create platform-specific Prism files in the following 
situations: 

Á User-specific files and folders are stored in different locations on the various operating 
systems. Most paths are handled automatically by Prism Deploy (user Desktop, Start 
menu, and Application Data). 

Á Applications such as MS Office, MS Internet Explorer, and Netscape have many hooks 
integrating them tightly into the operating system. 

Á Printer drivers and drivers in general are typically operating system-specific. 

Be Mindful of Reboots 

Á If you have run a setup program in preparation for capturing its changes with Prism 
Deploy and the setup program prompts you to reboot, reboot before capturing the 
changes with Prism Deploy. 

Á Add reboot options to Packages to match the behavior of the native setup program. If the 
programôs native setup prompted you to reboot after installing the software, that is an 
indication that the Prism Deploy Package should also be configured with a reboot 
property. 

Launch and Configure the Application before Finding Changes 

Before capturing changes to create a Prism file, launch the software program to be sure that it is 
installed correctly and runs satisfactorily. Then, configure settings such as responses to licensing 
or registration prompts, response to the user name prompt, a default Save As location, and so on. 
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Stop Newly Installed Services before Finding Changes 

If you are building a Prism file for software that installs services, stop the newly installed services 
before finding changes and building the Prism file. Prism Deploy may not be able to capture the 
contents of a file that is in use because of a loaded service. The resulting Prism file will contain a 
reference to the file but since the file contents are not stored, the file will not be copied to the 
target computer when the Prism file is installed. 

Check the Paths Embedded in the Package 

With the Package open in the Editor, click C: in the toolbar. The Editor will show you every path 
that is referenced anywhere in the Package (including targets of shortcuts, registry data, INI file 
entries, and so on). 

Sometimes you will discover there is a path that needs to be changed. For example, there may 
be a pointer to C:\DOCUMENTS AND SETTINGS\ADMINISTRATOR\FAVORITES. You probably want to change the 
"Administrator" portion of the path to a variable so that the logged-in userôs name is inserted into 
the path when the Package is installed. The Edit Paths dialog box is the place to make that 
change. 

Set Variables as Necessary to Customize the Deployment on Each Target 
Computer 

In the example given in Check the Paths Embedded in the Package, you can change the 
"Administrator" entry to the "username" system variable or change the entire path C:\DOCUMENTS 

AND SETTINGS\ADMINISTRATOR to the system variable userprofile within Prism Deployôs Edit Paths 
dialog box. 

There are many ways to use Prism Deployôs powerful smart variables to ensure successful 
software distribution in even the most mixed environments. 

Please see Working with Variables for more details. 

Clean Extraneous Entries Out of Your Package Before Distribution 

You may notice that a Package contains an entry for a virus-scanning log file. Or, perhaps, you 
mapped a network drive between the time you took the baseline Picture and when you captured 
changes. The log file and the network mapping are included in the Package, but these items can 
(and should) be deleted. With time, you will get a sense for which entries are relevant and which 
are not. If you find you are deleting the same entries over and over, there is a way to configure 
Prism Deploy to always ignore certain files, folders, and settings. 

Test, Test, Test! 

Always do some testing with your Packages in a non-production environment to make sure you 
understand how the Packages interact, how they function on different operating systems, how the 
prompting messages are displayed, and so on. If you are trying to build and distribute one 
Package that will work on all operating systems, be sure to test it on all platforms! And while you 
are testing, always use Uninstall files in your testing environment. 

Always Use Uninstall Files in Your Test Environment 

Uninstall files give you a quick and easy way to remove or uninstall Prism files from target 
computers. 
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Á If your tests involve using Prism Executable Packages, be sure to configure the Prism 
Executable Packages to add an entry to Add/Remove Programs. (See Add/Remove 
Programs tab.) 

Á During the test phase do not use the /NoRollback or /NoRollbackInfo options when you 
are installing Packages. (See "/InstallPackage" in the Deployment Guide or the Console 
online help for information on these options.) 

Windows Vista 

Security and Usability Features of Vista 

Windows Vista introduces many changes intended to improve the security and usability of the 
operating system over previous versions of Windows. These changes include: 

¶ User Account Control (UAC) - UAC is Vistaôs method of reducing the chance for an 
attack on the operating system by forcing all users to run in standard mode and requiring 
explicit consent to do administrative tasks. Standard users are not allowed to perform 
administrative tasks such as installing software or changing system settings. When 
administrative tasks need to be run, the user will be prompted for administrator 
credentials. UAC impacts a number of applications and user paradigms. 

¶ Fast User Switching - This Vista feature (also available in Windows XP) allows multiple 
users to run simultaneously and provides the ability to switch between users without 
logging off. 

¶ Windows Resource Protection (WRP) - WRP, which extends Windows File Protection 
of earlier Windows versions, is a security feature that prevents unauthorized applications 
from modifying various system files, folders, and registry keys. 

¶ Special Folders: Special Folders represent predefined folders in Windows, such as 
Desktop and Start Menu. The actual location of the special folder can vary from one 
machine to another. While present in many previous Windows versions, Vista greatly 
increases the number of special folders available. On Vista, they are called "Known 
Folders". 

Prism's Support for Vista 

Prism Deploy Editor and the packages it generates are designed to work seamlessly with the 
Windows enhancements listed above. The Editor provides the following features and benefits for 
Windows Vista users: 

¶ Prism Deploy Editor properly recognizes, scans, and captures changes to all aspects 
of Vista, including Known (Special) Folders and Junction Points. 

¶ Full support for Fast User Switching - so a package containing user and machine-
specific portions can be deployed to a machine with multiple active users. 

¶ The Editor operates almost identically to previous releases. And except for some 
changes in the Editor's tree view and how special folders are organized in the tree, it 
looks very similar to previous versions. 

¶ New packages built on non-Vista machines can be safely deployed to Vista 
(assuming the package contains only Vista-compatible applications). 

¶ Packages built with earlier versions of the Editor can be converted to make them 
Vista-compatible. 
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Considerations for Vista 

While the Editor's support of Vista hides from the user much of the complexity associated with the 
changes introduced by Vista, consideration should be given to the following points: 

¶ Administrator Account: As with previous versions of the Prism Deploy Editor, New 
Boundary Technologies recommends that on Vista you launch the Editor when you are 
logged in as an Administrator, not as a Standard User. The Editor will display the Vista 
UAC Consent Prompt when the administrator initiates an operation that requires full 
system access, after which no further UAC Consent Prompts will be displayed. 

¶ Old Packages: Packages built using previous versions of the Editor must be converted 
to work on Vista. When opening such a package, the Editor will automatically open the 
Upgrade Package Format dialog to prompt you to convert the package. If necessary, 
conversion can also be done later (see Changing File Path Names). 

¶ Non-Vista-Compliant Applications: Packages that contain non-Vista-compliant 
applications should not be expected to work on Vista. 

64-bit Operating System Support 

Prism Deploy Editor supports both 32-bit and 64-bit operating systems: 

Á A Prism file generated by building a package on a 32-bit machine renders a 32-bit file. 

Á A Prism file generated by building a package on a 64-bit machine renders a 64-bit file. 

Á A 32-bit Prism file can be deployed on either 32-bit or 64-bit operating systems. 

Á A 64-bit Prism file can be deployed only on 64-bit operating systems. 

Á The operating system bitness can be used in installation rules. 

There are a just a few considerations to keep in mind relative to the above points: 

Á If you manually create a Package or Prism Executable Package, you will be asked 
whether to render a 32-bit or 64-bit file. 

Á When upgrading an existing (32-bit) Prism file, the upgrade must be performed on a 32-
bit OS. 

Á If, on a 64-bit operating system, you create a package or executable package containing 
exclusively 32-bit applications, the resulting file cannot be deployed on a 32-bit OS. This 
is because it was built on a 64-bit operating system. For the resulting file to be deployable 
to 32-bit operating systems, it must be built on a 32-bit OS. 

Installing Prism Files on Multiple Operating Systems 

Many Packages will work on any version of Windows. However, some applications install 
platform-specific changes. You need to create platform-specific Prism files in the following 
situations: 

Á User-specific files and folders are stored in different locations on the various operating 
systems. Most paths are handled automatically by Prism Deploy (user Desktop, Start 
menu, and Application Data). 

Á Applications such as MS Office, MS Internet Explorer, and Netscape have many hooks 
integrating them tightly into the operating system. 
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Working in the Editor Main Window 

Editor Main Window 

When a Picture, Package, or Prism Executable Package is open, the Prism Deploy Editor window 
displays the file in much the same way as Windows Explorer. The contents of a Prism file include 
many types of items, including files, folders, special folders, registry keys, and drives. 

 

Layout 

The Editor window consist of a toolbar at the top, a tree view of the file on the left side, a detail 
pane on the right side, and a status bar at the bottom of the page. 

¶ Toolbar: The toolbar provides quick access to commonly used functions. If a toolbar 
function is not applicable to the currently selected item, its icon will be disabled. Click 
here for a complete list of icons in the toolbar and their meaning. 

¶ Tree view: The left side of the Editor window displays a tree view of the file. Prism 
Deploy organizes the tree into a hierarchical structure. Click the + or - signs to expand or 
collapse the items in the tree. Items in the tree may be special folders, registry branches, 
folders, or other item types described below. 

¶ Detail pane: The right side of the Editor window displays the contents of the selected 
item in the tree view. Click on a column label to sort the items by name, size, type, or 
date modified. 

¶ Status bar: The Status Bar provides status on your current selection and actions. 

Contents 

 There are a variety of item types that constitute a Prism file: 

Á Computer: Contains items specific to the computer. It is a "virtual" folder in that it does 
not correspond to any specific folder on the computer. Items in this virtual folder are 
common across users. 

Á Current User: Contains items specific to the current user. Like Computer, this is a 
virtual folder. 

Á Deleted Items: This virtual folder defines files, folders, and registry keys to delete. 
These are partitioned into Computer and Current User virtual folders. 
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Á Special folders: Special Folders represent common directories on a Windows 
computer, such as Windows, Desktop, Application Data, Common Programs, and Start 
Menu. Each special folder is associated with either the Computer (common) or Current 
User (per user) virtual folder. Special folders may contain folders, variable folders, files, 
and shortcuts. Some special folders may also contain other special folders. For example, 
the Windows special folder contains the System special folder. 

Á Registry branches: Registry branches contain registry keys and values. These appear 
directly under the Computer and Current User virtual folders. For example, the 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE branch belongs to the Computer virtual folder, and the 
HKEY_CURRENT_USER branch belongs to the Current User virtual folder. 

Á Drives: A computer's drives appear directly under the Computer virtual folder. This is 
the only place they may appear. 

Á Folders: Folders denote folders on the computer, and may appear within drives, special 
folders, and other folders. 

Á Variable folders: Variable folders represent a variable that has been defined for the 
environment. 

Á Files: Files on the computer. Files appear only in the detail pane. Icons associated with 
files have special interpretations in the Editor: 

 In Picture files, grayed items indicate that only file information is stored, not the file 
contents.  
 
Packages and Prism Executable Packages always contain file contents unless you 
created them by comparing two Pictures that contained only file information or a file 
was busy when it was created. 

 If the item is not grayed, the file contents and file information are stored in the Prism 
file. 

 A red X on an item in a Prism file means that Prism Deploy discovered that the item 
has been deleted from the system. The file is removed from the target computer 
when the Prism file is installed. 

Á Shortcuts: Shortcuts to files on the computer. These appear only in the detail pane. 

Á Registry keys: Registry keys defined in a registry branch or within another registry key. 

Á Registry values: The registry value associated with a registry key. These appear only in 
the detail pane. 

Editor Toolbar 

The toolbar in the Editor main window includes these icons: 

Create a new Package 

Open Prism file 

Properties 

Print contents of Prism file 

Create a Prism Package 
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Open the Prism Console 

Deploy the Prism file 

Take a Picture 

Find changes 

Install the Prism file 

Uninstall the Prism file 

Scan the Prism file for path references 

Add a folder 

Add a file 

Add a shortcut 

Add a registry key 

Add a registry value 

Delete the highlighted item 

Defining the Editor Options 

Prism Deploy lets you customize the way the Editor operates on your computer, or on other 
computers where you use the Editor. Use the Options dialog box to define Prism Deploy Editor 
settings. Once you define a setting, Prism Deploy uses that setting for all Prism files that you 
create or install on that computer only. These settings do not apply to the target computers you 
manage. 

The Options dialog box lets you define these settings for using Prism Deploy: 

Á Set Prism Deploy to open the most recently edited Prism file when you start the Editor. 

Á Define a directory for storing temporary Prism files. 

Á Define a directory for storing uninstall information. 

To open the Options dialog box, select Package | Options from the menu bar. The tabs 
available are: 

Á Settings tab 

Á Temporary Files tab 

Á Uninstall tab 

Á Checkpoint/Restart tab 
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Settings Tab 

 

The Options | Settings tab opens when you choose Package | Options. Use the choices on this 
tab to set options for your Prism files and how you work with Prism Deploy. 

Á Restore Editor Files at Startup: Automatically open the most recently edited Prism file 
when you start the Prism Deploy Editor. 
 
If this check box is cleared, Prism Deploy closes all open files when you quit. 

Á Store version information in Pictures: Store the version information for files within the 
Picture. If you take a Baseline Picture, file version information is always stored. However, 
when you use the Expert to take a Picture, the default Picture does not contain file 
version information. 
 
If you want to use Conflict Checker Professional to check for version conflicts in Pictures, 
you should select this option to store version information. However, it can increase the 
time required to take a Picture. 

Á Compression: Choose an option in the drop-down list to change the default compression 

percentage for the Prism files. 

 Normal compression: Prism Deploy offers an optimum level of compression 
at the Normal setting. This option will meet your needs in almost all cases. It 
is the default option. 

 Low compression: Choose this option if the size of the Prism file is not 
important, but speed is an issue. For example, choose Low compression if 
you plan to use the Find Changes feature, you have a huge number of files, 
and you need to locate the changes quickly. The resulting Prism file may be 
large. 

 High compression: This option offers the maximum level of compression 
when space is at a premium. Use High compression only when the size of 
the Prism file is critical. Using High compression dramatically increases the 
time it takes to save the file, yet provides a relatively small gain in the percent 
compression. 

If you change this setting, the percent compression is reflected in the Compression (%) 
field on the File Properties | Information tab after you edit the Prism file. 
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Temporary Files Tab 

 

The Options | Temporary Files tab lets you define a location for Prism Deploy temporary files. 
This folder is where Prism Deploy stores file components as you are editing them and where it 
stores temporary (.TMP) files when finding changes on the computer. 

The default location for the temporary files depends on the operating system and individual 
computer settings. You may want to enter a different directory if the current location is low on 
space or if it is automatically emptied upon logout. 

Uninstall Tab 

 

The Options | Uninstall tab lets you define the directory where Prism Deploy stores the Uninstall 
files. The Uninstall files are created when it installs a Prism file and read when it uninstalls Prism 
files. 
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Á The default location for the uninstall files depends on the operating system and individual 
computer settings. If you want the uninstall files stored in another location, type the path 
to the directory in the text box. 

Á Keep Uninstall Information: If you have disk space concerns, you can clear the Keep 
Uninstall Information check box so no permanent uninstall information is stored. 

Note: You can only uninstall or rollback software that was installed with the Keep Uninstall 
Information check box selected. 
 
Remember this setting affects your current computer only. To change the default 
location where PTCLIENT.EXE stores uninstall files on target computers, you must add 
the following registry entry on those computers: 
 
HKCU\SOFTWARE\Lanovation\PictureTaker\Settings\Directories; name = "Unapply Folder", 
data = <path to folder>  
 
The path and folder must exist before you make the registry change. 

Checkpoint/Restart tab 

 

The Checkpoint/Restart option can save bandwidth when a partially installed Prism file is 
interrupted due to a communication break. When installation of a remote Prism file fails before it 
is complete, Prism Deploy rolls back all of the changes and saves them to a checkpoint file 
(.PKGCHKPT) on the target computer. When the connection is re-established, only the items that 
were not installed initially need to be transferred over the network or other connection. Installation 
takes place more quickly and uses less bandwidth than starting over and re-transmitting the 
contents of the entire Prism file. The benefit of this feature is greatest for large Prism files being 
installed over a slow connection, such as a dial-up modem. 

This tab is part of the Options dialog box, which is opened by selecting Package | Options. 

Á Checkpoint/Restart File Folder: Enter the location on the target computer where the 
checkpoint file should be stored. The default location for this file depends on the 
operating system and individual computer settings.   

To change this information, type the path to the new directory in the text box. 
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 Use Checkpoint/Restart when installing Packages: With this option selected, if the Prism 
file installation is interrupted, a checkpoint file is created on the target computer. When the 
connection is re-established, or this Prism file is reinstalled after the interruption, the Prism 
Client uses the checkpoint file to resume the installation where it left off. 

 Use Checkpoint/Restart when installing Packages: With this option turned off and the 
connection is re-established or this Prism file is reinstalled after the interruption, the 
contents of the entire Prism file are transferred to the target computer and installed. 
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Taking a Picture 

Prism Deploy provides preset options for taking a Picture or you can specify exactly which files 
you want included in the Picture. You can take a Picture of the entire hard drive or just part of it, 
such as the desktop and Start menu. 

Using the Expert versus Taking a Customized Picture 

When you take a Picture using the Expert, the Expert takes a Baseline Picture. You can use a 
baseline Picture as the basis for comparison when you install new hardware or software. 
Because the Expert takes a Picture of the entire system, the Baseline Picture can be rather large 
and time-consuming. 

To save time and disk space, you do not always want a Picture of the entire system. Prism 
Deploy provides some preset options for customizing a Picture or you can specify exactly which 
files you want included in a Picture. Pictures can be copies of the entire hard drive or just part of 
it, such as the desktop and Start menu. 

When the Expert takes a Baseline Picture, it includes only the file information, such as the time 
and date stamp and version number. When you take a customized Picture, you can include file 
contents in the Picture, which makes it ideal for backups. 

Á To take a Picture with the Expert, click  in the toolbar. 

Á To specify what to include in the Picture, click  in the toolbar to open the Take a 
Picture dialog box. Then you select the options for taking a Picture. 

You can also create a Prism file manually. 

Picture Options dialog 

 

The Take a Picture dialog box presents some preset options for taking a Picture. 

To open the Take a Picture dialog box, click  in the toolbar. 
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Options 

Select one of the following options and click Next. 

Á Baseline Picture: Select this option to use the Picture as the basis for a comparison, for 
example when you install new software or hardware. After installation, you can create a 
Prism file that contains the changes made by the installation. 
 
Prism Deploy does not store the contents of each file on the selected drives, only the 
fileôs information, such as the time and date stamp. When you do a comparison later, 
Prism Deploy includes new files and files that changed in the Prism file. This type of 
Picture is not good for backing up files. 
 
If you have more than one drive and select this option, the Picture Drive Letters dialog 
box opens. 

Á Quick Picture: Stores the information needed to create a Prism file. However, the Quick 
Picture option assumes that new files will be installed only in a new folder, not in an 
existing folder. It does capture new files in any of the standard Windows folders such as 
\WINDOWS\SYSTEM. This option saves time when creating the Prism file, but the Prism file 
may be incomplete if the program files were added to an existing folder. 

Á Windows Settings: Stores all of the Windows settings in the Picture, including INI files, 
registry settings, driver information, and shortcuts on the desktop and in the Start menu. 

Á Windows Settings Without Hardware: Stores all of the Windows settings in the Picture, 
except for registry settings relating to the computerôs configuration. Select this option if 
you want to install the Windows settings on a computer with a different hardware 
configuration. 

Á Backup the Start Menu and Desktop: Stores the shortcuts and folders on the desktop 
and Start menu. Use this option to back up the Windows preferences or to keep a list of 
shortcuts that you can drag and drop to and from the Picture. 

Á Backup the Registry: Stores the entire registry. You can use the Picture for disaster 
recovery, troubleshooting, or for figuring out where Windows and applications store their 
information. 

Á Store Disk Information: Stores a list of the files on the hard drive, which can be useful 
for determining which files have been added, changed, or deleted. This option does not 
store the contents of the files, which means less disk space is used but you cannot use 
this Picture to restore the files if they are lost. 

If you have more than one drive and select this option, the Picture Drive Letters dialog box 
opens. 

Á Store Disk Contents: Stores the contents of all the files on the hard drive. This option is 
good for backing up files, but requires a large amount of disk space. It generally requires 
about 40 percent of the total disk space in use. 
 
If you have more than one drive and select this option, the Picture Drive Letters dialog 
box opens. 

Á Take a Customized Picture: Use this option to specify exactly what you want included in 

the Picture. The Customized Picture Options dialog opens. 
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Customized Picture Options dialog 

 

The Custom Picture Options dialog box lets you select more specific files and settings to 
include in a Picture. 

The Custom Picture Options dialog box opens when you select Customized Picture and click 
next on the Take a Picture dialog box. 

Common Settings 

Á Windows Desktop: Stores the shortcuts and folders on the Windows desktop. Use this 

option when you are adding or removing items from the desktop. 

Á INI Files: When you use this Picture to find changes to the environment, Prism Deploy 
goes through INI Files line-by-line to find changes and additions. It also finds new INI 
files. Select this option when you are installing applications. 

Á Recent Documents: Records the contents of the Documents folder in the Start menu 

Á Start Menu: Records the folders and shortcuts found in the Start menu. 

Á Start Menu Programs: Captures the items found in the Programs folder in the Start 
menu. When you use this Picture to find changes, Prism Deploy finds all new entries in 
the Program folder and in any new subfolders. 

Á System File Information: Records information about the files in the WINDOWS\SYSTEM or 
SYSTEM32 directory. This directory is where Windows typically stores drivers and .DLL 
files. Use this option when you are installing applications or adding drivers. 

Registry 

Á All Users (referred to as HKEY_USERS): This registry is where Windows stores 

information about: 

 how the Windows desktop should look (the default desktop) 
 the customizations that each user has made to the Windows environment. 

 
Information about individual users cannot be updated in this section of the 
registry. Only include this option in a Picture to update the default setup. 

Á Current User (referred to as HKEY_CURRENT_USER): When a user starts Windows, 
the information about that userôs desktop is copied from its storage location to Registry 
(Current User). 
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Registry information for the current user is often updated during software installations, so 
include this option when you install software. 

Á Machine (referred to as HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE): This registry is where Windows 
stores software- and hardware-specific information. Select this option when you are 
installing software, changing hardware, adding drivers, and so on. 

Á Root (referred to as HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT): This registry is where Windows keeps 
software information, including information such as OLE (object linking and embedding) 
and file associations that support drag and drop operations and shortcuts. 
 
This information is shared by all users of a computer. A copy of this registry key is 
located in Registry (Machine), so it is not necessary to include this option if Registry 
(Machine) is also selected. 

Drives 

If you want to store file information or contents from one or more drives, click on the letter of the 
drive whose files you want to store and select an option from the drop down list. 

Á File Information: Store a list of files on the selected drive. This option does not store the 
contents of the files, which means less disk space is used but you cannot use this Picture 
to restore the files if they are lost. 

Á File Contents: Store the contents of files on the selected drive. This option is good for 
backing up files, but requires a large amount of disk space. It generally requires about 40 
percent of the total disk space in use. 

If you want to store file information or contents from a drive not shown, click the More button to 
view additional options. Next to the Additional Options list box, click the New button. 

Load 

Load a saved Picture definition. See Loading a Picture Definition. 

Save 

Saves the options defined in this dialog box. See Saving Picture Definitions. 

Select the Information You Wish to Store dialog 

 

The Select the Information You Wish to Store dialog box lets you include specific file types in a 
Picture. To open this dialog box, click the New button in the Custom Picture Options dialog box. 

Á Look in: Select the part of the computer environment that you want to take a Picture of 
or type a directory name. You can also add a directory name. For example, you can have 
Prism Deploy take a Picture of WINDOWS\FONTS or I:\PROGRAMS\DATABASE. 

Á From the For Files: drop down list, select the type of files you want to look for: 

*.*: all types of files 

config.sys, autoexec.bat: boot text files 
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*.grp, progman.ini: Program Manager files 

*.ini: INI files 

*.ink,*.pif: shortcuts 

You can also type file names or extensions in this field. For example, type *.dll to take a 
Picture of DLL files. Prism Deploy remembers the file name or extension you enter and 
includes it in the drop down list so you can find it easily again. 

Á Select whether to include File Information or File Contents. 

Á Select the Store Sub Folder Information check box to include subfolders. 

Á Select the Store Empty Folders check box to include folders that do not contain any files 

or subfolders. 

The options you selected are listed in the Additional Options list box in the Custom Picture 
Options dialog box. 

Saving Picture Definitions 

If you often take the same Picture, you can save time with a Picture definition. That is, save the 
options you selected in the Custom Picture Options dialog box. The next time you customize a 
Picture, you can load the saved Picture definition. You can save as many Picture definitions as 
you want, for use later. 

Note: Saving a Picture definition saves only the options you selected in the Custom Picture 
Options dialog box. It does not save the contents of the Picture itself. 

To save a Picture definition: 

1. Select the options you want to use to take the Picture. 

2. In the Custom Picture Options dialog box, click the Save button. 
 
The Save Custom Picture Options dialog box opens. 

3. From the Save in: drop down list, select the drive and directory where you want to save 
the Picture definition. 

4. In the File name: text box, enter a name for the Picture definition. Click Save. 
 
Prism Deploy saves the definition as a Portable Windows Information (PWI) file. 

Loading a Picture Definition 

To use a saved Picture definition to take a Picture: 

1. In the Custom Picture Options dialog box, click the Load button. 
 
The Load Custom Picture Options dialog box opens. 

2. Click on the name of the PWI file you want to use. Click Open. The Picture definition is 
displayed in the Custom Picture Options dialog box. 

3. You can modify the options or click Next to take the Picture. 
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Finding and Installing Changes 

Finding Changes 

Once you have taken Pictures of the computer, you can use the Pictures to find the changes 
made to the computer by installing software, adding hardware or drivers, or any other alterations. 
When you use Prism Deploy to find changes, Prism Deploy compares a Prism file with the current 
environment and displays the changes it finds. You can also compare two Prism files. 

Prism Deploy compares each part of the before environment with the after environment. Any files 
or folders that are new, have been changed, have been deleted, or have had their permissions 
changed since the before environment are then stored in a Package. Prism Deploy also goes 
through the registry, INI files, and certain text files (such as AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS) line by 
line and puts any changed, new, or deleted lines from the after environment into the Package. 
Permission changes on registry keys are also captured in the Package. 

Creating a Package with the Expert versus the Toolbar 

When you create a Package with the Expert, Prism Deploy automatically uses the Baseline 
Picture it took as the basis for finding changes. 

When you click  in the toolbar, you can select another Prism file to compare with the current 
environment or compare two Prism files. This feature gives you greater flexibility in finding 
precisely the changes you are interested in. 

Á Create a Package with the Expert: 
 

Click  in the toolbar. Remember, Prism Deploy will take a Baseline Picture first. 

Á Take a Picture to use for comparison and creating a Package: 
 

Click  in the toolbar to take a picture. Then click  to select a Prism file to use for 
the comparison. 

Á Build a Package manually: 
 
See Creating a New Prism File Manually in the next section. 

Pick the File You Want to Compare with to Find Changes dialog 

The Pick the file you want to compare with to find changes dialog box opens when you find 
changes. 

1. From the Look in: drop down list, select the directory that contains the Prism file that you 
want to use to find changes. 

2. By default, the dialog box lists Pictures. If you want to compare specific type of Prism file, 
such as a Package, select Packages from the Files of type: drop down list. 

3. Click on a file name in the list box. Click Open. 

Prism Deploy uses the selected file to find changes to the computer. 
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Find Changes dialog 

 

The Find Changes dialog box opens when you select a Prism file to use to find changes to the 
computer. 

The Find Changes dialog box displays the before and after environments that Prism Deploy 
compares to find changes. 

Á Browse: To select a different Prism file for the Before or After environment, click the 
Browse button. 
 
Your computerôs current environment is the default for the After environment, which is 
usually the correct option. 

Á Switch: To switch the before and after environments, click the Switch button. 

Á Next: When you are ready to find changes, click Next. 
 
The Find Changes dialog box opens, where you can choose the types of changes to 
find. 

Types of Changes to Find dialog 

This dialog box opens after you select the before and after environments for finding changes. 
Here you define whether to find new and add information as well as items that have been deleted, 
and to set overwrite defaults. 

1. Select the Find things that have added or changed check box and/or the Find things 
that been deleted check box. You can select one or both of these options, but you must 
choose one. 

2. If you select Make sure these changes will never replace new files with older ones, 
when you install this Prism file, Prism Deploy only replaces existing files if the file version 
in the Prism file is newer than that on the existing files. 
 
If this check box is not selected, newer files may be replaced with older ones. (You can 
change the replace options later if necessary.) 

3. Click Next. The Pick a file for storing the changes dialog box opens. 
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Changes in the SharedDLLs 

Since many applications share common DLLs and drivers, a special area of the registry is used to 
keep track of which files are shared and how many applications depend on each file. The registry 
key HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\SharedDLLs 
contains a registry value for each registered driver or DLL. Each file keeps a counter (a number) 
for the applications that depend on this file. When an application installs a new DLL or driver, it 
often registers the file in this registry branch. If an application installs a driver or DLL that already 
exists and is registered, the application increments the counter in the registry. Likewise, if an 
application is uninstalled, it decrements this counter. 

When you find changes from the Editor, Prism Deploy monitors the SharedDLLs area of the 
registry. If it finds that an application has incremented a number for a registered file, Prism Deploy 
pulls that file into the Prism file, even if it existed prior to the application install. Prism Deploy also 
increments or decrements the counter as appropriate on each computer when the Prism file is 
installed or uninstalled. 

Installing Changes 

Once you have used Prism Deploy to find changes made to the computer, you can reinstall the 
changes on the computer or distribute the Prism files to another computer. For example, you can: 

Á Apply Windows settings across a network so all computers have the same settings. 

Á Quickly install a Web download on other computers without the wait. 

Á Share applications with others. 

Á Reinstall applications if something goes wrong. 

Á Transfer files from your computer at work to the one at home. 

When you install changes on a computer, Prism Deploy creates a unique Uninstall file for each 
computer to which the file was installed. (See Understanding Uninstall Files.) 

Options for Installing Prism Files 

When you use the Prism Deploy interface to install a file, (that is you click  in the toolbar), the 
file is installed only on your computer. To install Prism files on other computers, you need to 
distribute the Prism file with another method, such as using the Prism Console, attaching it to an 
e-mail, including a link to the file on the corporate intranet, placing it on a shared network drive, 
and so on. (See Distributing Prism Files.) 

To install a Prism file on your own computer, click  in the toolbar to select the file you want to 
install. 

Note: Prism files may contain items that have been deleted. These items are listed under 
Deleted Items in the Editor window. When you install a Prism file on another computer, 

Prism Deploy deletes these items from the computer. 
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Creating and Editing Prism Files 

Opening a Prism File 

To open an existing Prism file for editing: 

1. Click  in the toolbar or select File | Open. 
 
The Pick the file you want to edit dialog box opens. 

2. From the Look in: drop down list, select the directory where the file is located. 

3. Click on a file name. Click Open. 

4. When you open a package that has not been upgraded to the latest file format, the 
Upgrade Package Format dialog opens. This dialog gives you the option of converting 
the package to the latest format, which is compatible with Windows Vista. 

Note:   When upgrading a 32-bit package, it must be performed on a 32-bit machine. 

5. Prism Deploy opens the selected file and displays it in the Editor window. 

Creating a New Prism File 

Creating a New Prism File Manually 

You can create your own Package or Prism Executable Package and then add folders, files, 
shortcuts, and variables to the new Prism file. 

1. Click  or select File | New. 
 
The Pick a name for the new file dialog box opens. 

2. From the Save in: drop down list, select the directory where you want to save the file. 

3. Type a name for the file in the File name: text box. 

4. From the Save as type: drop down list, select the type of Prism file you want to save. 

5. Click Save. 

6. The OS Requirements dialog box opens. Select whether the target OS is 32-bit or 64-
bit. 

7. Prism Deploy creates a blank Prism file and displays it in the Editor window. 

You can: 

Á Create a directory structure 

Á Add folders 

Á Add files 

Á Add shortcuts 

Á Add variable folders 

Á Define the file properties 
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Creating a Prism File from the Windows Desktop 

Prism Deploy is completely integrated with the Windows interface, which means you can create a 
new Prism file directly from the Windows desktop. 

1. Right-click anywhere in the Windows desktop. 

2. Select the type of Prism file you want to build. 

3. An icon for the new file appears on the desktop. 

4. Right-click on the New Prism File icon.  

5. Select Edit from the drop-down menu to open the new file in the Editor. 

Creating a Directory Structure 

When you create a new Prism file from scratch, you need to recreate a directory structure in the 
Prism file. You can add drive letters or special folders consisting of common Windows directories 
such as Windows, System, Desktop, and Start menu. Once you have these high level items in 
place, you can add unique folders for an applicationôs files, for example. You may also want to 
add drives and folders to existing Prism files. 

Creating a Directory Structure 

1. In the top left of the Editor window, click the  icon next to the path name to the Prism 
file. 
 
This is the highest branch in the directory structure, and it can contain only these three 
virtual folders: 

 Computer: Contains items specific to the computer. It is a "virtual" folder in 
that it does not correspond to any specific folder on the computer. Items in this 
virtual folder are common across users. 

 Current User: Contains items specific to the current user. Like Computer, this 

is a virtual folder. 

 Deleted Items: This virtual folder defines files, folders, and registry keys to 
delete. These are partitioned into Computer and Current User virtual folders. 

2. Click the  icon next to the Computer node. From this node you can add: 

Á Special folders: Add certain special folders, such as Windows, Program Files, and 
Users. Each of these can contain other special folders, such as Common Files and 
Resources. 

Á Drives: Add a drive letter. A submenu lists drive letters AïZ. The Computer node is 
the only node where you can add a new drive letter. 

Á Registry branches: Create the HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE and HKEY_USERS 
registry branches. 

Á Variable folders Create a folder that represents a variable that has been defined for 
the environment or within Prism Deploy. The New Variable Folder dialog box opens. 

3. Click the  icon next to the Current User node. From this node you can add: 

Á User Profile: This is the single, top-level special folder associated with the Current 
User node. It can contain other special folders such as Desktop and Start Menu. 

Á Registry branch: Create the HKEY_CURRENT_USER registry branch. 
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Adding Items 

Many items may be added within the basic Prism File structure described above. To add items, 
right click on a node in the left side of the Editor window and select New. This will open a menu of 
items that can be added beneath that node. 

Á Special folders: Add special folders, such as Windows, Games, Video, and Fonts. 
These can be added only under the Computer node, User Profile, and other Special 

Folders. This can be done by right-clicking or by clicking in the toolbar. 

Á Folders: Add new folders. These can be added to most items in the Prism File. This 

can be done by right-clicking or by clicking  in the toolbar. 

Á Variable folders: Create a folder that represents a variable that has been defined for 
the environment or within Prism Deploy. This can be done by right-clicking or by 

clicking  in the toolbar. 

Á Files: Add files. These can be added to most items in the Prism File. This can be 

done by right-clicking or by clicking  in the toolbar. 

Á Shortcuts: Add shortcuts. This can be done by right-clicking or by clicking  in the 
toolbar. 

Á Registry keys: Add registry keys. This can be done by right-clicking or by clicking 

 in the toolbar. 

Á Registry values: Add registry values. This can be done by right-clicking or by 

clicking  in the toolbar. 

Adding Special Folders 

To add a special folder: 

1. In the left side of the Editor window, click on the special folder or virtual folder (Computer 
or Current User) where you want to add a special folder. 
 
For example, click on Current User to add the special folder User Profile, or click 
Computer to add the special folder Windows. 

2. Right-click the item and select New, or click  in the toolbar 

3. Select Special Folder from the submenu. 

4. Select the desired special folder. 

The Editor organizes the special folders hierarchically in the Editor window according to their 
logical containment relationships. For example, the Programs special folder appears under 
the Start Menu special folder and the Windows special folder appears under the Computer 
virtual folder. Therefore, the special folders that can be added depends on the item selected. 

The images below show the hierarchical structure of the special folders under the Computer and 
Current User virtual folders. 
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Adding a New Folder 

To add a new folder: 

1. In the left side of the Editor window, click on the drive or folder where you want the new 
folder located. 
 
For example, click on C: to put the folder in the C: drive or click on Windows to put the 
folder in the Windows directory. 
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2. Click  in the toolbar and select Folder from the submenu. 
 
The New Folder Name dialog box opens. 

3. Type a name for the folder in the text box. Click OK. The new folder is displayed in the 
Editor window. 

If the folder requires NTFS permissions, right-click on the folder and select Properties. Click on 
the Security tab and set the required permissions. 

Adding a New Variable Folder 

Prism Deploy lets you add a variable folder containing an environment variable to a Prism file. 

1. In the left side of the Editor window, click on the drive or folder where you want the new 
variable folder located. 
 
For example, click on C: to put the folder in the C: drive or click on Windows to put the 
folder in the Windows directory. 

2. Click  in the toolbar and select Variable Folder from the submenu. 
 
The New Variable Folder dialog box opens. 

3. In the text box, enter the name of the environment variable that defines the new folder. 
Click OK. The new variable folder is displayed in the Editor window. 

Adding a New File to a Prism File 

You can add any type of file on the computer to a Prism file. 

1. In the Editor window, select the drive or directory where you want to add the new file. 

2. Click . 
 
The Add Files dialog box opens. 

3. From the Look in: drop down list, select the directory where the file is located. 

4. Click on a file name in the list box. Click Open. 

The file, including its contents, is added to the Prism file. 

Adding a Registry Key 

Registry keys only exist in registry branches. Therefore you must first have a registry branch 
before you can add a registry key. 

Creating a registry branch 

There are three registry branches that can be created: 

Á HKEY_USERS: This registry is where Windows stores information about: 

 How the Windows desktop should look (the default desktop) 
 The customizations that each user has made to the Windows environment. 

Information about individual users cannot be updated in this section of the registry. Only include 
this option in a Picture to update the default setup. 

Á HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE: This registry is where Windows stores software- and 
hardware-specific information. Select this option when you are installing software, 
changing hardware, adding drivers, and so on. 
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Á HKEY_CURRENT_USER: When a user starts Windows, the information about that 
userôs desktop is copied from its storage location to Registry (Current User). 
 
Registry information for the current user is often updated during software installations, so 
include this option when you install software. 

The first two of these registry branches, HKEY_USERS and HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE, are 
created under the Computer node in the Editor window, while HKEY_CURRENT_USER is 
created under the Current User node. To create one of these branches, do the following: 

1. Depending on which of the above branches you want to create: 

 Click  next to Computer 

 Click next to Current User 

2. Then do one of the following: 

 Click  in the toolbar, and select the desired branch. 
3. Right click on the node, select New, and then select the desired branch. 

 For the Computer node, the branches are under the New Registry Key menu 
option. 

Adding a registry key 

Once a registry branch has been created, registry keys are added using the following steps: 

1. Highlight the registry branch to which you wish to add a new registry key. 

2. Do one of the following: 

 Click  in the toolbar. 
 Right click on the registry branch, select New, and then select Registry Key. 

3. The New Registry Key Name dialog box opens. Type a name for the registry key in the text 
box. Click OK. The new registry key is displayed in the Editor window. 

Adding a Registry Value 

To add a registry value: 

1. In the Editor window, select a registry directory. 
 
You must be in a registry directory to create a registry value. 

2. Click  in the toolbar. 

3. Type the name of the registry value in the text box or select the Default Registry Value 
check box to use the default value. (If the selected registry key already has a default 
value, this check box is not available.) 

4. Click OK. The Registry Value dialog box opens. 

Adding a Shortcut: Define a Target 

1. In the left side of the Editor window, click on the drive or folder where you want the new 
shortcut located (for example, Start Menu Programs). 

2. Click . 
 
The New Shortcut Expert opens. 
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3. Type the path to the application executable (*.EXE) file in the File Name: text box or click 
the Browse button to browse to the file. 

4. Click Next to enter a description for the shortcut. 

Importing Registry Files 

Prism Deploy lets you import and export registry files. The following are a few examples of when 
you might want to use this feature: 

Á If you have been using registry files to make registry changes before purchasing Prism 
Deploy, you can import the registry files into a Prism file to distribute the changes. Prism 
Deploy also lets you uninstall the changes. 

Á You accidentally deleted a key branch of a Prism file and you do not have a backup of 
the original Prism file. Using REGEDIT on the computer where you created the Prism file, 
export that branch of the registry to a registry file, then import the registry file into the 
Prism file. 

To import a registry file: 

1. Select Edit | Import Registry File. 
 
The Choose a registry file to import dialog box opens. 

2. Locate the registry file (it has a .REG extension). Click Open. 

3. Prism Deploy imports the registry key and displays it in the Editor window. 

Exporting Registry Files 

Prism Deploy lets you import and export registry files. The following are a few examples of when 
you might want to use this feature: 

Á If you have been using registry files to make registry changes before purchasing Prism 
Deploy, you can import the registry files into a Prism file to distribute the changes. Prism 
Deploy also lets you uninstall the changes. 

Á You accidentally deleted a key branch of a Prism file and you do not have a backup of 
the original Prism file. Using REGEDIT on the computer where you created the Prism file, 
export that branch of the registry to a registry file, then import the registry file into the 
Prism file. 

To export a registry file: 

1. In the Editor window, select the registry branch you want to export. 

2. Select Edit | Export Registry File. 
 
The Pick a name for the new registry file dialog box opens. 

3. Select the location where you want to save the registry branch and enter a name for it. 
Click Save. 

4. Prism Deploy exports the registry branch to a registry file that Windows can read. If you 
double click on the registry file, it is merged into the computerôs registry. BE CAREFUL 
WITH THIS OPTION! 

Adding Items from the Desktop and Windows Explorer 

Prism Deploy lets you add a folders, files, or shortcuts directly from the desktop or from Windows 
Explorer. 

Locate the item you want on the desktop or in Windows Explorer. Then drag and drop it into the 
Editor window. The item remains on your hard drive and it is added to the Prism file. 
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Caution: On Windows Vista, if you execute the Editor with full administrative privilege (for 
example, using the ñRun as Administratorò context menu), then you will not be able to 
add items to a package via drag and drop. The Editor does not normally need to be 
launched with special privileges. 

Customizing Files for a Diverse Environment 

Creating a Directory Structure 

When you create a new Prism file from scratch, you need to recreate a directory structure in the 
Prism file. You can add drive letters or special folders consisting of common Windows directories 
such as Windows, System, Desktop, and Start menu. Once you have these high level items in 
place, you can add unique folders for an applicationôs files, for example. You may also want to 
add drives and folders to existing Prism files. 

Creating a Directory Structure 

1. In the top left of the Editor window, click the  icon next to the path name to the Prism 
file. 
 
This is the highest branch in the directory structure, and it can contain only these three 
virtual folders: 

 Computer: Contains items specific to the computer. It is a "virtual" folder in 
that it does not correspond to any specific folder on the computer. Items in this 
virtual folder are common across users. 

 Current User: Contains items specific to the current user. Like Computer, this 

is a virtual folder. 

 Deleted Items: This virtual folder defines files, folders, and registry keys to 
delete. These are partitioned into Computer and Current User virtual folders. 

2. Click the  icon next to the Computer node. From this node you can add: 

Á Special folders: Add certain special folders, such as Windows, Program Files, and 
Users. Each of these can contain other special folders, such as Common Files and 
Resources. 

Á Drives: Add a drive letter. A submenu lists drive letters AïZ. The Computer node is 
the only node where you can add a new drive letter. 

Á Registry branches: Create the HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE and HKEY_USERS 
registry branches. 

Á Variable folders Create a folder that represents a variable that has been defined for 
the environment or within Prism Deploy. The New Variable Folder dialog box opens. 

3. Click the  icon next to the Current User node. From this node you can add: 

Á User Profile: This is the single, top-level special folder associated with the Current 
User node. It can contain other special folders such as Desktop and Start Menu. 

Á Registry branch: Create the HKEY_CURRENT_USER registry branch. 

Adding Items 

Many items may be added within the basic Prism File structure described above. To add items, 
right click on a node in the left side of the Editor window and select New. This will open a menu of 
items that can be added beneath that node. 
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Á Special folders: Add special folders, such as Windows, Games, Video, and Fonts. 
These can be added only under the Computer node, User Profile, and other Special 

Folders. This can be done by right-clicking or by clicking in the toolbar. 

Á Folders: Add new folders. These can be added to most items in the Prism File. This 

can be done by right-clicking or by clicking  in the toolbar. 

Á Variable folders: Create a folder that represents a variable that has been defined for 
the environment or within Prism Deploy. This can be done by right-clicking or by 

clicking  in the toolbar. 

Á Files: Add files. These can be added to most items in the Prism File. This can be 

done by right-clicking or by clicking  in the toolbar. 

Á Shortcuts: Add shortcuts. This can be done by right-clicking or by clicking  in the 
toolbar. 

Á Registry keys: Add registry keys. This can be done by right-clicking or by clicking 

 in the toolbar. 

Á Registry values: Add registry values. This can be done by right-clicking or by 

clicking  in the toolbar. 

Changing File Path Names 

If you are installing files on computers that are on a network or to your computer at home, 
chances are they are not configured identically. Prism Deployôs paths utility tracks and changes 
path information so you can quickly customize the installed files for their new location. In the Edit 
Paths dialog box, you can view path information and edit the paths. 

Viewing Path Information 

To view the path information for a file: 
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1. In the Editor window, click  in the toolbar or select Edit | Paths. 
 
Prism Deploy takes a moment to scan through the file for path references. When it 
finishes, the Edit Paths dialog box opens showing you the path references. 
 

 

2. To see where a path is referenced, highlight a directory. Click the View button. 
 
The Path Information dialog box opens. 

3. Click the Convert All button to convert all paths to the latest (Vista-compatible) format. For 
more information see Windows Vista. 

Changing Path Information 

To change the path information: 

1. In the Edit Paths dialog box, click on the directory that you want to change. 
 
Prism Deploy updates the path for the directory that you select, as well as any files or 
subfolders that are below it in the directory structure. 

2. Click the Edit button. 
 
The Edit Path dialog box opens. When you have changed the path name, (changed) is 
listed next to statements that have been affected by the change. 

Note:   Folders that contain Special Folders cannot have their paths edited. In these cases 
the Edit button will be disabled. 

3. To undo changes, select Undo in the Edit Paths dialog box. 

4. Click OK when all changes have been made. Prism Deploy updates the affected files to 
reflect the changes. 

Working with Variables 

Prism Deploy lets you use environment and Prism Deploy variables inside registry settings, 
shortcuts, path names, and INI files. This feature lets you install Prism files even when the people 
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receiving the file need personalized entries distributed, such as e-mail addresses. Variables also 
let you install one Prism file in a heterogeneous environment. 

Prism Deploy recognizes some common folders and registry keys and automatically substitutes a 
variable for the path names or keys when it takes a Picture or finds changes. If Prism Deploy 
does not substitute a variable for a specific instance of a folder or key, you can include variables 
in the file properties or add a variable folder to the Prism file. Click the options listed below for an 
overview. 

Variable Properties dialog 

Use the Variable Properties dialog box to define the name, default value, source, and 
requirements (including user prompts) of a variable. To open the Variable Properties dialog box, 
click the Add button in the Variables tab of the File Properties dialog box. 

Tabs on this dialog box include: 

Á Name tab 

Á Requirements Tab 

Á Source Tab 

Á User Prompt Tab 

Variable Resolution Order 

There are four ways a variable can receive a value. Prism Deploy uses the steps defined below, 
in the order given, to obtain the value for a variable when you install the Prism file containing the 
variable. The variable receives a value from: 

1. The source you have defined (if any) in the Variable Source tab of the Variable Properties 
dialog box. 

2. If the source you have defined is This Variable, Prism Deploy tries to get its value from 
the currently executing environment. Note that Prism Deploy inherits this environment 
from the process that launches it. Checking the value of the variable in another, parallel 
process (such as a command prompt window) may not show the same value that Prism 
Deploy will inherit. 

3. If the variable is not defined after the previous steps, Prism Deploy uses the default 
value, if any, you defined in the Variable Name tab of the Variable Properties dialog box. 

4. If appropriate, based on the settings you have defined in Variable User Prompt tab of the 
Variable Properties dialog box, Prism Deploy displays a window asking for the variableôs 
value. The window also contains a Cancel button, letting the user cancel the operation at 
that point. 

5. Finally, Prism Deploy will decide to continue installing the file based on whether the 
length of the variableôs value (0 if it does not have one) meets the minimum and 
maximum length properties you have defined in the Variable Requirements tab of the 
Variable Properties dialog box. 

Customizing the Prism File for Multiple Users 

For target computers that are configured for multiple users, you can further refine your Prism file 
to allow for unattended installation or to customize the file for an individual user. The primary 
settings for these scenarios are in the File Properties | Requirements tab and the Variable 
Properties | Requirements tab. The settings for all users versus the current user can also be 
adjusted with the command line options, giving a wide array of combinations. 

The property settings and command line options let you: 
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Á Perform an unattended installation. Prism Deploy lets you prepare a Prism file for 
unattended installation after hours or in the background while someone is logged on. The 
file is installed on the computer immediately. All users will get the user specific changes 
the next time they log on. Prism Deploy takes the drudgery out of repeated installation for 
each user set up on the target machine. 

Á Uninstall the Prism file from any user login. To uninstall a file, you do not have to be 
logged on as the user who installed it originally. 

Á Update all users on the computer through a single installation of the Prism file and avoid 
the problem of reinstalling the same settings repeatedly, under each user account. 

Á Uninstall a file to remove all changes for all of the users, at one time. Or, use the 
command line option /CurrentUser to uninstall a Prism file from only one user, without 
disturbing the settings of the other users. (See "Scripting Prism Deploy Tasks" in the 
Deployment Guide or the Prism Console online Help for information on the command line 

options.) 

Editing Prism Files 

Editor Main Window 

When a Picture, Package, or Prism Executable Package is open, the Prism Deploy Editor window 
displays the file in much the same way as Windows Explorer. The contents of a Prism file include 
many types of items, including files, folders, special folders, registry keys, and drives. 

 

Layout 

The Editor window consist of a toolbar at the top, a tree view of the file on the left side, a detail 
pane on the right side, and a status bar at the bottom of the page. 

¶ Toolbar: The toolbar provides quick access to commonly used functions. If a toolbar 
function is not applicable to the currently selected item, its icon will be disabled. Click 
here for a complete list of icons in the toolbar and their meaning. 

¶ Tree view: The left side of the Editor window displays a tree view of the file. Prism 
Deploy organizes the tree into a hierarchical structure. Click the + or - signs to expand or 
collapse the items in the tree. Items in the tree may be special folders, registry branches, 
folders, or other item types described below. 

¶ Detail pane: The right side of the Editor window displays the contents of the selected 
item in the tree view. Click on a column label to sort the items by name, size, type, or 
date modified. 
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¶ Status bar: The Status Bar provides status on your current selection and actions. 

Contents 

 There are a variety of item types that constitute a Prism file: 

Á Computer: Contains items specific to the computer. It is a "virtual" folder in that it does 
not correspond to any specific folder on the computer. Items in this virtual folder are 
common across users. 

Á Current User: Contains items specific to the current user. Like Computer, this is a 
virtual folder. 

Á Deleted Items: This virtual folder defines files, folders, and registry keys to delete. 
These are partitioned into Computer and Current User virtual folders. 

Á Special folders: Special Folders represent common directories on a Windows 
computer, such as Windows, Desktop, Application Data, Common Programs, and Start 
Menu. Each special folder is associated with either the Computer (common) or Current 
User (per user) virtual folder. Special folders may contain folders, variable folders, files, 
and shortcuts. Some special folders may also contain other special folders. For example, 
the Windows special folder contains the System special folder. 

Á Registry branches: Registry branches contain registry keys and values. These appear 
directly under the Computer and Current User virtual folders. For example, the 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE branch belongs to the Computer virtual folder, and the 
HKEY_CURRENT_USER branch belongs to the Current User virtual folder. 

Á Drives: A computer's drives appear directly under the Computer virtual folder. This is 
the only place they may appear. 

Á Folders: Folders denote folders on the computer, and may appear within drives, special 
folders, and other folders. 

Á Variable folders: Variable folders represent a variable that has been defined for the 
environment. 

Á Files: Files on the computer. Files appear only in the detail pane. Icons associated with 
files have special interpretations in the Editor: 

 In Picture files, grayed items indicate that only file information is stored, not the file 
contents.  
 
Packages and Prism Executable Packages always contain file contents unless you 
created them by comparing two Pictures that contained only file information or a file 
was busy when it was created. 

 If the item is not grayed, the file contents and file information are stored in the Prism 
file. 

 A red X on an item in a Prism file means that Prism Deploy discovered that the item 
has been deleted from the system. The file is removed from the target computer 
when the Prism file is installed. 

Á Shortcuts: Shortcuts to files on the computer. These appear only in the detail pane. 

Á Registry keys: Registry keys defined in a registry branch or within another registry key. 

Á Registry values: The registry value associated with a registry key. These appear only in 
the detail pane. 
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Opening an Item within a Prism File 

Prism Deploy displays the items contained in a Prism file the same way Windows Explorer does. 

Á If the Prism file stored a fileôs contents (the fileôs icon in the Editor window is not grayed), 
you can open the file directly from Prism Deploy. 

Á If it is a text file, Prism Deploy opens the file in the default editor (usually Notepad). 

Á If the file has a recognizable extension, such as .DOC, Prism Deploy launches the file in 
the application in which it was created (for example, Microsoft Word). 

Á If it is an executable (*.EXE) file, Prism Deploy tries to launch it. 

To open a file: 

Á Right-click on its name and select Open from the drop down menu. Prism Deploy opens 

the file. 

Á If you want to edit an executable file such as AUTOEXEC.BAT, right click on the file and select 
Edit. 

Á If the file does not have an association with an editor or an application, the Open With 

option is available. 

Windows opens a dialog box letting you select an application to associate with the file. 

Finding Text in Prism File Items 

Prism Deploy lets you find text in any item in the Prism file that is currently open in the Editor 
window. For example, when you install software, the setup program usually asks you to enter 
your name. You may also have to enter your company name, an e mail user name, and who 
knows what else. Prism Deploy can find all instances of your name in a Prism file. This feature is 
also useful if you just want to see where Windows or applications store certain information. 

To find text in the items in a Prism file: 

1. Select Edit | Find. 

2. Type the text you want to look for in the Find What: text box. 

3. Select whether to Match whole word only or Match case. You can select one or both of 
these options. 

4. Select the appropriate check boxes to indicate where you want Prism Deploy to look. 
 
You can select as many options as you would like. If you are not sure where the 
information is located, you select all the options. However, selecting all the options 
increases the time it takes to look. 

5. Click Find Next. 
 
As Prism Deploy searches for the text, an animated magnifying glass is displayed in the 
Find dialog box. 
 
If Prism Deploy finds the text in the Editor window, it highlights the item. For example, if 
you searched for your name, Prism Deploy would highlight the registry value "User" with 
your name in the Data column of the Editor window. If Prism Deploy finds the text within a 
file, such as an INI file, it shows the text at the bottom of the Find dialog box. 

6. Click Find Next to find the next instance of the text or click Cancel to close the Find 
dialog box. 

Replacing Text in Prism File Items 

Prism Deploy lets you find and replace text in any item in the Prism file that is currently open in 
the Editor window. For example, when you install software, the setup program usually asks you to 
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enter your name. You may also have to add a network user name, an e mail user name, and who 
knows what else. You have recently changed your name and want to update all those user and 
"registered to" names. Prism Deploy can find all instances of your name in a Prism file and 
replace them with your new name. 

To find and replace text: 

1. Select Edit | Replace. 

2. Type the text you want to look for in the Find What: text box. 

3. Enter the text you want to use to replace the existing text in the Replace With: text box. 

4. Select whether to Match whole word only or Match case. You can select one or both of 
these options. 

5. Select the appropriate check boxes to indicate where you want to Prism Deploy to look. 
 
You can select as many options as you would like. If you are not sure where the 
information is located, select all the options. However, selecting all the options increases 
the time it takes to look. 

6. Click Find Next to find each instance, then click Replace to replace the selected text. Or, 
click Replace All to replace all instances of the text. 

Paths 

Check the Paths Embedded in the Package 

With the Package open in the Editor, click C: in the toolbar. The Editor will show you every path 
that is referenced anywhere in the Package (including targets of shortcuts, registry data, INI file 
entries, and so on). 

Sometimes you will discover there is a path that needs to be changed. For example, there may 
be a pointer to C:\DOCUMENTS AND SETTINGS\ADMINISTRATOR\FAVORITES. You probably want to change the 
"Administrator" portion of the path to a variable so that the logged-in userôs name is inserted into 
the path when the Package is installed. The Edit Paths dialog box is the place to make that 
change. 

Changing File Path Names 

If you are installing files on computers that are on a network or to your computer at home, 
chances are they are not configured identically. Prism Deployôs paths utility tracks and changes 
path information so you can quickly customize the installed files for their new location. In the Edit 
Paths dialog box, you can view path information and edit the paths. 

Viewing Path Information 

To view the path information for a file: 
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1. In the Editor window, click  in the toolbar or select Edit | Paths. 
 
Prism Deploy takes a moment to scan through the file for path references. When it 
finishes, the Edit Paths dialog box opens showing you the path references. 
 

 

2. To see where a path is referenced, highlight a directory. Click the View button. 
 
The Path Information dialog box opens. 

3. Click the Convert All button to convert all paths to the latest (Vista-compatible) format. For 
more information see Windows Vista. 

Changing Path Information 

To change the path information: 

1. In the Edit Paths dialog box, click on the directory that you want to change. 
 
Prism Deploy updates the path for the directory that you select, as well as any files or 
subfolders that are below it in the directory structure. 

2. Click the Edit button. 
 
The Edit Path dialog box opens. When you have changed the path name, (changed) is 
listed next to statements that have been affected by the change. 

Note:   Folders that contain Special Folders cannot have their paths edited. In these cases 
the Edit button will be disabled. 

3. To undo changes, select Undo in the Edit Paths dialog box. 

4. Click OK when all changes have been made. Prism Deploy updates the affected files to 
reflect the changes. 
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Path Information dialog 

 

The Path Information dialog box displays information such as the section and key of a registry 
entry referenced in the selected path. 

You may also see variables in some paths. Prism Deploy automatically substitutes the variable 
windir for a Windows directory and winsysdir for a System directory, among other variables. 
This substituted variable lets you more easily install the file for users in a heterogeneous 
environment. 

Select Close to exit the Path Information dialog box and return to the Edit Paths dialog box. 

Edit Path dialog 

 

The Edit Path dialog box lets you change a path name. Prism Deploy updates the path that you 
select, as well as any paths that are below it in the directory structure. 

The Edit Path dialog box opens when you click the Edit button on the Edit Paths dialog box. 

Á New Path: Type the path to which you want to change the current statement in the text 
box or click the Browse button to select a new path. 

Note:   Always enter the full path when specifying the new path. 

Á Path Is a Variable: Select the check box if the new path is to be a variable, for example 
WINDIR. Click OK. 
 
The Variable Properties dialog box opens. 
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Renaming and Deleting 

Renaming an Item in a Prism File 

You can rename any of the items in a Prism file. 

1. In the right side of the Editor window, right click on the item that you want to rename. 
Select Rename from the drop down menu. 

2. The itemôs name is highlighted. Type a new name for the item and press <Enter> to 
replace the old name. 

Deleting an Item from a Prism File 

You can delete any of the items in a Prism file. If you delete a folder, the contents of the folder are 
also deleted. 

1. In the Editor window, click on the item that you want to delete. 

2. Select Edit | Delete or click  in the toolbar. 

3. A verification window opens to confirm the deletion. Click OK. 

4. The item is deleted from the Prism file. 

Printing a Prism File 

Printing the Contents of a Prism File 

When you print a Prism file, Prism Deploy prints a list of the file contents, including the file name, 
size, time, and date. 

1. Click  or select File | Print. 
 
The Print Contents dialog box opens. 

2. Select the Print the Entire File or the Print the Selected Branch option. The branch 
may be a drive letter, folder, or a registry branch. 
 
Depending on the option you selected, different File Content Options will be displayed. 
You may select none, one, or both of the File Content Options. However, we suggest 
selecting at least one of the two options. Otherwise, the report will contain only a header 
with no text. 

Á Print the Entire File: Select one of these options: 

 Print File and Folder Information to print the drives, folders, and 
file names within the Prism file. 

 Print Registry Information to print the registry branches within the 
Prism file. 

Á Print the Selected Branch: 
 
If you select this option and the branch is a drive letter or folder, you can: 

 Print all Files and Subfolders: Print a list of all the files and 
subfolders in the selected drive or folder. 

 Print only the Files in this Folder: Print a list of the files in the 
selected folder. 

If you select Print the Selected Branch and the branch is a registry key, you can: 



Package Editor User's Guide 

50 

 Print all Values and Subkeys: Print a list of all the registry values 
and subkeys in the selected registry branch. 

 Print Only the Values in this Key: Print just the values and data for 
the selected registry key. 

3. Click OK to print the selected information. It prints on the default printer. 

Tip: If you wish to print the contents to a text file, install a Generic/Text Only printer and direct the 
print job to a file. A dialog box will ask where to save the file when printing. 
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Defining Prism File and Item Properties 

Prism File Properties 

Defining Prism File Properties 

Prism Deploy lets you enter a detailed description for a Picture, Package, or Prism Executable 
Package, specify installation requirements, and define options for installing the file on other 
computers. For example, you can specify that Prism Deploy should install the file only when 
certain disk space requirements are met. 

To define properties for an open file, click  in the toolbar or select File | Properties. 

Note: The File Properties dialog box defines default properties for the Prism file currently 
displayed in the Editor window. You can also define file properties for each individual item 
within a Prism file. (See Item Properties.) 

File Properties for Packages and Pictures 

When you select  with a Prism Deploy Package or Picture open in the Editor window, the 
following tabs are available. 

Á Delete tab 

Á Description tab 

Á Digital Signature tab 

Á Information tab 

Á Messages tab 

Á Reboot tab 

Á Replace tab 

Á Requirements tab 

Á SMS tab 

Á Variables tab 

File Properties for Prism Executable Packages 

When you select  with a Prism Executable Package open in the Editor window, the File 
Properties include all of the tabs listed above, plus: 

Á Add/Remove tab 
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Add/Remove Programs Tab 

 

The Add/Remove tab lets you define whether the user can undo the changes made by the Prism 
Executable Package. If you select this option, the name that you specify is added to the Windows 
Control Panelôs Add/Remove Programs window. If the user highlights an entry in the Control 
Panel that was added by Prism Deploy and selects Add/Remove, the changes are uninstalled. 

Caution: If you install the Prism Executable Package through the Prism Client or from within the 

Prism Deploy program itself (by selecting Package | Install or clicking ), it is treated 
as a Package. 
 
The contents can be uninstalled via the Uninstall file. However, an entry is not added to 
the Add/Remove list in the Windows Control Panel. 

  

Á Add an entry to Add/Remove Programs when the file is run: Select this option to tell 
Prism Deploy to add an entry in the computer's Control Panel Add/Remove Programs list 
during the Prism file installation. 
 
If you select this option and you are distributing an application that adds its own entry into 
the Control Panelôs Add/Remove Programs, Prism Deploy adds a second entry. For this 
reason, we recommend making the description unique so that the user can tell if the 
program or Prism Deploy made the entries. 

Note: If you are delivering configuration changes, new files or folders, or some other type 
of update that does not automatically create an uninstaller, you must select the 
check box for Add an entry to Add/Remove Programs when the file is run. 
 
You must also enter the description to be entered in the Add/Remove Programs 
area of the Control Panel, if you want to be able to uninstall the software. 

Á Description: Enter a description for display in the Control Panel's Add/Remove 

Programs list on each target computer. 
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Delete Tab 

 

Prism files may contain items that were deleted from the computer. When you install the Prism 
file, Prism Deploy deletes items with the same name from the target system. This tab lets you 
define separate options for when files, folders, registry keys, and registry values should be 
deleted. 

Deleting Files 

Á Delete if file is identical: Delete an existing file only if it is identical to one in the Prism 

file. Prism Deploy compares the name, date/time, and version of the files. 

Á Delete if file is different: Delete a file only if it is different from an existing file in any way. 

Á Always delete: Always delete files. This option is the default. 

Á Never delete: Never delete files. 

Deleting Folders 

Á Delete only if empty: Delete folders only if they are empty. 

Á Always delete: Always delete folders, even if they contain files or subfolders. This option 

is the default. 

Á Never delete: Never delete folders. 

Deleting Registry Keys 

Á Delete only if empty: Delete the registry key only if it is empty. It does not contain any 

other registry keys or values. 

Á Always delete: Always delete registry keys, even if it contains other registry keys or 

values. This option is the default. 

Á Never delete: Never delete registry keys. 
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Deleting Registry Values 

Á Delete if value is identical: Delete a registry value only if it is identical to an existing 

value. 

Á Delete if value is different: Delete a registry value only if it is different from an existing 

value in any way. 

Á Always delete: Always delete registry values. This option is the default. 

Á Never delete: Never delete registry values. 

File Description tab 

Use the Description tab to enter a detailed description of the Prism file. This description could be 
helpful for differentiating between two similar files. The description is for informational purposes 
only and is not displayed to the end user. 

Digital Signature tab 

 

The File Properties | Digital Signature tab lets you sign a Prism file with an X.509 certificate. 
When the Prism file is installed, the Prism Client uses the Package Authentication Policy to grant 
permission for installing the file. 

Note: Before using this tab, you should be familiar with file authentication and understand the use 
of certificates. Prism Deploy can insure the authorship of a Prism file only if the certificate 
is secure and has been set up correctly before assigning it on this tab. 

  

Note: The Prism file is not signed until it has been saved by closing the file or exiting from the 
Editor. 

Options include: 

Apply Digital Signature to this Package: With this option selected, the Prism file currently 
open in the Editor is digitally signed with the certificate that you select below. The Client 
computers must be configured to accept the certificate used to sign this Prism file. 
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Digital Certificate 

Á Load from Certificate File: Use a certificate file to sign the Prism file. The certificate and 
private key must be combined in a single PFX file. 
 
Click the File Settings button to select a certificate file. The Certificate File Selection 

dialog box opens. 

Á Select from Certificate Store: Choose a certificate from a Certificate Store to sign the 
Prism file. 
 
Click the Certificate Store button to select a certificate from the Certificate Store. The 

Select Certificate from Store dialog box opens. 

Digital Signature 

Á View Details: View the details of the certificate used to sign the Prism file, including its 
Certification Authority (CA), level of trust, and certificate thumbprint. When you click this 
button, a Windows dialog box opens displaying detailed information about the certificate. 
 
If you changed the certificate file on this dialog box, the details window shows the 
certificate file in use the last time the Prism file was signed. Details for the new certificate 
are not displayed until you close and re-open the Prism file. 

Information Tab 

 

The Information tab displays the following information: 

Á The full path and file name of the Prism file 

Á The number of items contained in the file, both with and without contents 

Á The compressed size of the file 

Á The uncompressed size of the file (that is, the total size of all items if they were 
uncompressed) 

Á The ratio of compression (the compressed size divided by the uncompressed size) 
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Á The unique ID assigned by Prism Deploy to this Prism file. This ID is used to track 
uninstall information in the Uninstall file. 
 
The New ID button lets you assign a new ID to the file. Use this button along with File | 
Save As to create two unique versions of the same Prism file. (See Saving or Duplicating 

a Prism File from the Editor Window.) 

Warning: When you give an existing file a new ID, Prism Deploy can no longer determine 
whether this file has already been installed on a certain computer or where the 
installation information may be kept. 

With the exception of New ID, you cannot edit any of this information. If changes are made to the 
Prism file, the information displayed here is updated automatically. 

Messages Tab 

 

In the File Properties | Messages tab, you can choose whether to display a message before, 
during, or after installing the Prism file. Use the messages to offer users a chance to cancel the 
operation before it begins, alert them that the operation is still proceeding or describe follow up 
actions. You can display a message at one stage of the operation, two stages, or at all stages. 

You can customize each message and display a bitmap graphic in the message box. In the 
Messages tab, select the check box for Before, During, or After Message. A dialog box is 
displayed that lets you enter a message and select a bitmap. 

Displaying a Message Before the Operation 

Click the Display a message before the operation check box in the File Properties | Messages 
tab to display a message and/or a graphic before the Prism file is installed to a target computer. 
Use the Before Message dialog box to customize the message. 

If you do not set a Before Message through the file properties, a message is still displayed if: 

Á You specify a prompt with the command line (See "Scripting Prism Deploy Tasks" in the 
Deployment Guide or the Prism Console online Help.) 

Á You install the file from the Prism Deploy Editor window 



Defining Prism File and Item Properties 

57 

Á The user installs the file by double clicking the file in Windows Explorer 

Á The user launches the file from an e mail message 

Á The user launches the file from a Web page 

Enter a message to display before the file is installed 

Select the Display Text check box in the Before Message dialog box and type the message in 
the text box. If you select the check box but do not enter a message, the default message is 
displayed. The default message depends on these options: 

Á Ask the user if the file should be installed. The default message asks the users to 
confirm that they want to install the Prism file on the computer. The user can choose 
between Yes and No buttons. 

Á Warn the user that the file will be installed. The default message warns the recipient 
that the Prism file is about to be installed. The user clicks OK to acknowledge the 
message and install the Prism file. With this option, the user does not have the choice of 
canceling or not installing the file. 

Choose a graphic to display before the file is installed 

Display Bitmap: Select the Display Bitmap check box in the Before Message dialog box and 
enter a path and filename for the bitmap. If you select the Display Bitmap check box but do 
not enter a file name, the default graphic is displayed. The default graphic shows the New 
Boundary Technologies logo. 

Select the Ask or Warn option 

Select the Ask the user if the file should be installed option to display Yes and No 
buttons on dialog box. The user can decide whether or not to install the file. 

Select the Warn the user that the file will be installed option to display an OK button in 
the message box. The user must click OK to install the file. 

Test your message 

After typing your message text and selecting a graphic, click Test. The message box is 
displayed as it will appear to the user. Click a button in the test window to close it. 

Displaying a Message During the Operation 

Click the Display a message during the operation check box in the File Properties | Messages 
tab to display a message and/or a graphic while the Prism file is being installed on a target 
computer. Use the During Message dialog box to customize the message. 

Enter a message to display while the file is installed 

Display Text: Select the Display Text check box in the During Message dialog box and type 
your custom message in the text box. If you select the Display Text check box but do not 
enter a message, the default message is displayed. The default message gives the name 
of the Prism file and tells the user that it is being installed. 

Choose a graphic to display while the file is installed 

Message Bitmap: Select the Message Bitmap check box in the During Message dialog box 
and enter a path and filename for the bitmap. If you select the Message Bitmap check box 
but do not enter a file name, the default graphic is displayed. The default graphic shows the 
New Boundary Technologies logo. 
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Display animation while installing the file 

Display animation while installing the file: With this option selected, an animated image is 
displayed that indicates the operation is continuing. It does not reflect the progress of the 
operation. 

Allow users to cancel 

Allow the user to cancel while installing the file: With this check box selected, a Cancel 
button is displayed in the message window. This button lets the user cancel the operation 
while it is in progress. If the user cancels the operation, Prism Deploy returns the computer 
to its previous state. 

Test your message 

After typing your message text and selecting a graphic, click Test. The message box is 
displayed as it will appear to the user. If you did not add a Cancel button, the test window 
disappears after a short time. Otherwise, click a button in the test window to close it. 

Displaying a Message After the Operation 

Click the Display a message after the operation check box in the File Properties | Messages 
tab to display a message and/or a graphic after the Prism file is installed on a target computer. 
Use the After Message dialog box to customize the message. 

Enter a message to display after the file is installed 

Display Text: Select the Display Text check box in the After Message dialog box and type 
your custom message in the text box. If you select the Display Text check box but do not 
enter a message, the default message is displayed. The default message tells the user that 
the Prism file was successfully installed. 

Choose a graphic to display after the file is installed 

Message Bitmap: Select the Message Bitmap check box in the After Message dialog box 
and enter a path and filename for the bitmap. If you select the Message Bitmap check box 
but do not enter a file name, the default graphic is displayed. The default graphic shows the 
New Boundary Technologies logo. 

Test your message 

After typing your message text and selecting a graphic, click Test. The message box is 
displayed, as it will appear to the user. Click OK in the test window to close it. 

Editing the Before, During, and After Messages 

Once a message is set to display before, during, or after the file operation, you can edit or modify 
it at any time. 

In the File Properties | Messages tab, click the Settings button for the Before Message, During 
Message, or After Message. The dialog box you used to set up the message originally is 
displayed. Make your changes. Click OK. 
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Reboot Tab 

 

The Reboot tab lets you specify whether Prism Deploy should reboot the computer after installing 
the file. Some applications require a reboot after installation for the new settings to take effect. In 
this case, you should have Prism Deploy reboot the computer after it installs the Prism file. 

From the After installing file: drop down list, select one of these options for rebooting the target 
computer: 

Á Never reboot: Do not reboot after installing the file. This option is the default. 

Á Attempt to reboot: If the person receiving the file is working when the program is 
distributed, Prism Deploy gives each open application a chance to save its work. Each 
application has the ability to stop the reboot if it cannot save its work. The message 
displayed to the user includes an OK and Cancel button, giving the user the option of 
rebooting at a later time. 

Á Always reboot: Prism Deploy gives each application a chance to save its work. Then 
Prism Deploy reboots the computer no matter what response it gets from the open 
applications. The person receiving the file may lose unsaved documents. The message 
displays only an OK button. 

Note: If you selected Attempt to reboot or Always reboot, you can include a message that will 
display before Prism Deploy reboots the computer. Select the Display message before 
rebooting check box. Type the message in the Reboot Message: text box. 
 
If you select the Display message before rebooting check box and do not specify text 

with this option, a default message is displayed. 
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Replace Tab 

 

The Replace tab lets you identify the circumstances under which existing files are replaced by 
the Prism file installation. 

Select an option from the drop down list: 

Á Overwrite if file is different: Files are installed if they do not already exist or if they differ 

from existing files in any way. This option is the default. 

Á Overwrite if date/time is later: Files are installed if they do not already exist or if their 

date/time stamp is later than existing files. 

Á Overwrite if date/time is earlier: Files are installed if they do not already exist or if their 

date/time stamp is earlier than existing files. 

Á Never overwrite existing file: Files are installed only if they do not already exist. 

Á Overwrite if version is different: Files are installed if they do not already exist or their 

version numbers differ from existing files. 

Á Overwrite if version is later: Files are installed if they do not already exist or if they 

have a later version number than existing files. 

Á Overwrite if version is earlier: Files are installed if they do not already exist or if they 

have an earlier version number than existing files. 

Á Overwrite if version is identical: Files are installed if they do not already exist or if their 

version numbers are identical to existing files. 

Á Overwrite if file is identical: Files are installed if they do not already exist or if they are 

identical to existing files. 

Á Always overwrite existing file: Files are always installed. 

Note: If version information is not available for a file and the replacement option that you select 
compares the versions, the corresponding date/time option is used instead. For example, 
if Prism Deploy is installing a .LOG file (which does not contain a version number) with 
the Overwrite if version is later option selected, the Overwrite if date/time is later 
option is used. 
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Á Donôt install files unless they already exist: Select this check box to install the Prism 
file on the target computer only if the files already exist. This option prevents the addition 
of new files to the target computer. 

For example, click this check box and select Overwrite if date/time is earlier from the 
drop down list to replace accidentally overwritten files without adding anything new. 

File Requirements Tab 

 

The Requirements tab lets you define the operating system required for installing the file, set the 
amount of free disk space that must be available, or create your own requirements to check 
before installing the Prism file. 

Operating System: Specify the Supported Operating Systems 

Use this option to prevent installation on unsupported operating systems. Click the 
Operating System button to specify the operating systems or roles that are compatible 
with the Prism file. 

When you click the Operating System button, the Operating System Requirements dialog 
box opens. 

Disk Space: Check the Amount of Free Disk Space 

Use the Disk Space option to check the amount of available disk space before installing 
the Prism file. You can check the available disk space and set a minimum requirement for 
any drive, special folder, or a network volume. With the default options, Prism Deploy 
does not check disk space before installing a file. 

When you click the Disk Space button, the Disk Space Requirements dialog box opens. 

Installation Rules: Create Your Own Requirements for Installation 

Installation rules let you customize the installation requirements for the target computer. If 
the target computer does not match the requirements defined with a rule, the Prism file is 
not installed on that computer. These rules let you fine tune the installation requirements 
with specific information about the operating system, the computer, or the user. 
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Generally, these installation requirements are used if you are distributing a Prism file with 
a command or other alternate method, rather than through the Console. However, 
installation requirements set through the File Properties can provide an extra level of 
protection, on top of the requirements you set with a predefined or user-defined group in 
the Console. For example, if installing the changes on the wrong brand of CPU would be 
harmful, create a rule to specify the CPU maker on this tab and set up a predefined group 
based on CPU maker in the Console. 

When you click the Installation Rules button, the Installation Rules dialog box opens. 

Advanced: Customizing the Prism File for Multiple Users 

For target computers where multiple users log in, you can further refine your Prism file to 
allow for unattended installation or customize the file for an individual user. The primary 
settings for these scenarios are in this File Properties | Requirements tab and the Variable 
Properties | Requirements tab. 

The settings for all users versus the current user can also be adjusted with the command 
line options, giving a wide array of combinations. See "Scripting Prism Deploy Tasks" in 
the Deployment Guide or the Prism Deploy Console online Help for information about the 
command line options and syntax. 

When you click the Advanced button, the Advanced Requirements dialog box opens. 

Note: The Advanced Requirements apply only to Prism files that you distribute from the 
command line or with an alternative method of installation. If you install the file from 
the Prism Deploy Console, the file is always installed for all users. 

Operating System Requirements dialog 

The Prism file is installed only on target computers that match the selection(s) on this dialog box. 
Select a check box to install the Prism file under a specific operating system. Or, clear a box to 
ensure that it is never installed on a target computer with that operating system. 

For example, to distribute a patch that applies only to Windows Vista, select the Windows Vista 
check box and clear all of the other check boxes. When you distribute the Prism file, it is only 
installed on target computers running Windows Vista. 

Note: Prism Deployôs default setting is to select all operating systems. If you have an operating 
system specific Prism file (such as a driver installation), it is important to define the 
appropriate operating system. 

The Operating System Requirements dialog box opens when you click the Operating Systems 
button on the File Properties | Requirements tab. 

Select from these options: 

Á Windows Family: Identifies either the family or the specific version of Windows running 
on the target computer. 

Note: The older OS's are shown for backwards compatibility with older packages.. 

Á Computer Role: Identifies the target computer as a server, workstation, or domain 
controller. 
 
The check boxes under Computer Roles behave like the other boxes; you clear them to 
prevent unwanted installation. For example, if you wish to prevent installation on servers, 
select only the Workstation check box. 
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Note: Use the Future Versions check box to ensure that the Prism file can be installed on an 
operating system released after those listed. For example, if you want the Prism file to 
install on the next version of Windows, select the Future Versions check box within the 
Windows NT Family list. 

Disk Space Requirements dialog 

 

On this dialog box, click the link for the drive or network volume to be checked before installing 
the Prism file. You can check the available disk space and set a minimum requirement for any 
drive, special folder, or network volume. 

The Disk Space Requirements dialog box opens when you click the Disk Space button on the 
File Requirements Tab. 

To set a disk space requirement, click the link for that folder, drive, or network volume. The Item 
Properties | Disk Space Requirements tab for the item opens. 

This dialog box includes a link for the C: drive and any other items that had disk space 
requirements set directly through the Item Properties | Disk Space Requirements tab. 

Installation Rules dialog 

 

The Installation Rules dialog box lists all of the rules used to define installation requirements for 
the Prism file. If you set up more than one rule, all of the requirements are evaluated before 
installing the Prism file. 
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This dialog box opens when you click the Installation Requirements button on the File 
Properties | Requirements tab. 

Options on this dialog box include: 

Á Add: Set up a new rule for setting installation requirements. All of the rules listed here are 
evaluated before installing the Prism file. The Rule Expert leads you through the process 
of setting up a rule and selecting variables. 

Á Edit: Edit or update the rule that is currently selected in the list of rules. 

Á Delete: Remove the rule that is currently selected in the list of rules. 

Á Load: Add a rule to the current Prism file by loading or importing a Prism Ruleset file 
(.RULESET) that contains the rule. 

Caution: When you load a saved Ruleset file, it replaces the Rule of the same name. 

Á Save: Save the rule as a Prism Ruleset file (.RULESET). Saving and importing rules can 
offer a convenient way to transfer rules to another Prism file or between Prism files and 
configuration groups in the Prism Console. 

  

Rule Expert: Assemble a Rule Clause 

 

Use the fields on this dialog box to define a rule for installation requirements set up through the 
File Properties. Installation rules let you customize the installation requirements for the target 
computer. If the target computer does not match the requirements defined with a rule, the Prism 
file is not installed on that computer. For example, if installing the changes on the wrong brand of 
CPU would be harmful, create a rule to specify the CPU 

This dialog box opens when you click the Add button on the Installation Rules dialog box. 

Options on this dialog box include: 

Á Value Types: Sets the basis for the rule. This type of value on target computers is 
compared to the rule before installing the Prism file. 

Á Value type identifier: If the Value Type requires an identifier (those value types 
enclosed in angle-brackets, for example <File>), identify the item here. For example, if 
you choose <File>  for the Value Type, enter the path of the fileð"C:\Program Files\Acme 

Software\Acme.exe"ðin the Value text box. The Prism file compares the version of this file 
on the target computer with the value in the last field on this dialog box. 
 
All strings must be enclosed in quotes (" "), which the Rule Expert adds for you 
automatically. If you type a rule directly in the Rule Editor, remember to add the quotes. 
(See Notes on Rule Syntax.) 

Á Comparison Operator: The comparison operator determines how the value on the 
target computer is compared to the rule. 
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For a complete list and descriptions of the Comparison Operators available in the drop-
down list, see Comparison Operators. 

Á Value: Type the variable value or select an item from the drop-down list. The items 
available in the drop-down list depend on the selection you made in the Value Types 
field. For example, if you choose first letter in the Value Types field, the Value field lists 
the drive letters A, B, C, D, E, and so on. 
 
If you type a value directly in this field or directly in the Rule Editor, it must match the 
values created by New Boundary Technologies for the Value Type. 
 
For a complete list of the values, see: 

 Predefined Variables 
 User-defined Variables 

Edit Rule dialog 

 

This dialog box lists the rule name and the text of the rule itself. Review the information displayed 
here and edit these entries directly if you want to make changes. 

This dialog box opens when you: 

Á Click the Next button on the Rule Expert: Rule Name dialog box. 

Á Click the Go to Editor button on the Rule Expert: Assemble a Rule Clause dialog box. 

Options on this dialog box include: 

Á Rule Name: Descriptive name of the rule. 

Á Rule Text: The text of the rule, including the variable and values that define the 
installation requirements. You can edit the rule text or type it directly in this text box. (See 
Rule Variables and Operators for Installation Requirements.) 

Á Rule Expert: Add additional criteria by joining another rule to the existing rule. The Rule 
Expert leads you through the process of identifying a conjunction (AND or NOT) and 
creating a rule. 

Á Save Rule: Save the rule as a Prism ruleset file (.RULESET) file. This file can be loaded into 

another Prism file. 
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Á Load Rule: Click this button to load a Prism ruleset file (.RULESET) into the Prism file. 

Caution: If the ruleset file has the same name as an existing rule, the existing rule is 
overwritten 

Choose a Joining Method for the Clause dialog 

Choose a conjunction for joining two or more rules that define the installation requirements. The 
following example shows two rules joined with the conjunction OR: 

(CPU = "PENTIUM 5" AND OSVERSION = W2K) OR (CPU = "PENTIUM 4" AND OSVERSION = W95) 

This dialog box opens when you click the Add Rule Expert button on the Edit Rule. 

Choose from these conjunctions: 

Á AND: The Prism file is only installed on the computers that meet both or all sets of 

criteria. 

Á OR: The Prism file is installed on computers that meet either or any of the criteria. 

Advanced Requirements dialog 

For target computers where multiple users log on, you can further refine your Prism file to allow 
for unattended installation or to customize the file for an individual user. 

By using the property settings and command line options you can: 

Á Update all users on the computer through a single installation of the Prism file and avoid 
the problem of reinstalling the same settings repeatedly under each user account. 

Á Uninstall the Prism file when any user is logged in. To uninstall a file, the user performing 
the uninstall does not need to be the same user who installed the file originally. 

Á Uninstall a file to remove all changes for all of the users, at one time. Or use the command 
line option. 

Note: These Advanced Requirements apply only to Prism files that you distribute from the 
command line or with an alternative method of installation. If you install the file from the 
Prism Console, the file is always installed for all users. 

The Advance Requirements dialog box opens when you click the Advanced button on the File 
Requirements Tab. 

Options on this dialog box include: 

Á Unattended\All Users: Choose the Unattended/All Users option button when you plan 
to perform an unattended installation or for changes you want to apply to all users on the 
target computer. 
 
With this option, Prism Deploy installs the changes in the Prism file to: 

 all current users on the target computer when they log on 
 any new users when they are created 

Á Current User Only:  Choosing the Current User Only option button results in the Prism 
file being installed only to the person logged on at the time the Prism file is installed. 
 
Use this option when only one person on the target computer should receive the changes 
or additions in the Prism file. 

Note: The current user is either the person logged on to the computer at the time or, if no one 
is logged on, the default user. 
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Customizing Changes for One User 

If you have both an update for a specific user on a target machine and changes for all users of 
that machine, you must prepare two separate Prism files. In the first Prism file, set up the 
changes to be installed for All Users of the computer. This Prism file is installed first. Then, set up 
a second Prism file with the changes destined for a specific user. 

For example, if you have a patch for the company word processing application, create a Prism file 
that will go to all users on the target computer, as described under "Preparing changes to install 
for all users on the target computer". If you also have a new document template for the 
department budget and only one of the users needs access to it, create a second Prism file and 
set its properties as follows: 

1. Click  or select File | Properties to open the File Properties dialog box. 

2. Click the Requirements tab. 

3. Click the Advanced button. The Advanced Requirements dialog opens. 

4. Check to be sure that the Current User Only is selected. (This option is the default 
value.) 
 

 

5. Provide a copy of the Prism file to the target user. Ask this person to install the Prism file 
while logged on. 

Setting Up Files for SMS Integration 
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The Prism File Properties | SMS tab helps you integrate Prism files into SMSôs package building 
process, reporting functions, and information gathering functions. On this tab, you can enable the 
creation of PDFs (Package Definition File) or MIFs (Management Information File) and enter 
information about the Prism file that is required by SMS. 

The PDF records information you specify on this tab, along with information about the Prism file 
properties for use when building the SMS Package. When it is installed, the Prism file creates the 
MIF in the %WINDIR% directory on the target computer. SMS retrieves this file to gather information 
about the success or failure of the Prism file installation. 

The Prism file created with information entered on this tab does not require SMS for installation. 
Prism Deploy creates the additional file that you specify here, but the operation and 
characteristics of the Prism file do not change. 

Product Information 

The fields in the upper section of the tab record information about the software product being 
installed by the Prism file. If the Prism file is being used to make other types of changes, rather 
than to install a product, enter a descriptive title or identifying information in the Product and 
Publisher fields. 

Á Product 

Á Publisher 

Á Version 

Á Serial Number 

Á Comments 

Create PDF and MIF Files 

Select one or both check boxes in this section to create an SMS PDF or MIF file. When you close 
the Prism file in the Editor, the PDF is created in the same location as the Prism file. When the 
Prism file is installed or uninstalled, the MIF is created in the %WINDIR% folder. 

Á Create Package Definition File (PDF): Select this check box to create a PDF when you 
close the Prism file in the Prism Deploy Editor. 
 
A PDF is a text file used by SMS to describe the origin and content of a Prism file. It 
contains instructions on how to install the Prism file. The PDF is given the same name as 
the Prism file with either .SMS or .PDF as the file extension. If you later modify the Prism 
file's properties, the PDF is automatically updated when the Prism file is closed. 
 
PDF Options: Click the PDF Options button to specify the type of PDF file to create. 
Choose from these options on the Package Definition File Options dialog box. 

SMS Version 1.x format 

SMS Version 2.0 format 

Á Create Management Information File (MIF): Select this check box to create an MIF in 
the %WINDIR% directory on the target computer when the Prism file is installed or 
uninstalled. 
 
The MIF is a text file that describes the software installed by the Prism file and 
information about whether the installation was successful. If the installation fails, the file 
also records a diagnostic error message. 
 
MIF Options: Click the MIF Options button to name the install and uninstall MIF files to 
be created. Choose from these options on the Management Information File Options 
dialog box. 
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Install MIF Name 

Uninstall MIF Name 

Variables Tab 

 

The Variables tab lets you enter variables that are resolved when Prism Deploy installs this file. 
These variables can be used to indicate differing target paths, registry keys, and so on. The 
variableôs source can be a file, another variable, an INI file, or a registry key, or you can prompt 
the user to enter the variableôs value. 

Á Add a variable: Click the Add button to add a new variable. The Variable Properties 
dialog box opens. 
 
As you add variables, they are displayed in the list box. 

Á Delete a variable: To delete a variable, highlight it and click the Delete button. 

Á Change a variable: To modify a variable, highlight it and click the Change button. The 
Variable Properties dialog box opens. 

Á Change the resolution order: The variables are resolved in the order they are listed. If a 
variable should be resolved before others in the list, highlight it and click the Move Up 
button to move it up in the list. The variable is resolved before the variables listed below 
it. 
 
To move a variable down in the list and have it resolved later, highlight a variable and 
click the Move Down button. 

Variable Properties 

Variable Properties dialog 

Use the Variable Properties dialog box to define the name, default value, source, and 
requirements (including user prompts) of a variable. To open the Variable Properties dialog box, 
click the Add button in the Variables tab of the File Properties dialog box. 



Package Editor User's Guide 

70 

Tabs on this dialog box include: 

Á Name tab 

Á Requirements Tab 

Á Source Tab 

Á User Prompt Tab 

Name Tab 

 

In the Variable Properties | Name tab, name the variable you are setting up and if required, 
specify a default value for the variable. This tab opens when you click the Add or Change 
buttons on the File Properties | Variables tab 

Á In the Name: text box, enter a descriptive name for the variable. Do not choose a name 
that is a currently defined environment variable, unless you intend the variable to retrieve 
a value from the environment. 

Á As an option, enter the default value for the variable in the Default Value: text box. This 

value is used if no other resolution is possible. (See Variable Resolution Order .) 

Á As an option, enter a description of the variable in the Description: text box. This 
description is only for you, it is not displayed to users who receive the Prism file. If you 
enter a description, it is displayed in the File Properties | Variables tab. 
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Variable Requirements Tab 

 

Use the Requirements tab to define requirements for the new variableôs value. 

Á Value is Complete Path: Select if the variableôs value must be a fully qualified path. For 
example, a fully qualified path may begin with a drive letter (D:\FOLDER) or a UNC (Uniform 
Naming Convention) path (\\Server\folder). 

Á Path Must Exist: Select if the specified path must exist on the target computer before the 
variable can be resolved. If the path cannot be resolved, the Prism file that contains the 
variable is not installed. 

Á Minimum Length and Maximum Length: Set the length of the variableôs value. 

All Users 

Á Value should be the same for all users of the same computer: With this option 
selected, if the target computer has more than one user set up and this option is set, the 
variable will have the same value for all users of the computer. When the file is installed, 
the variable value resolves for the current user. The value is used for all users of the 
computer. In most cases, leave this box checked. 
 
For example, check this box if the variable is the path for a new application to be added 
to a target computer and all users have the same application, stored in the same location. 

Á Value should be the same for all users of the same computer: With this option 
turned off, the variable resolves for each unique user when they log on. The variable, 
such as the name of a Start menu item, can be different for each user. 
 
For example, turn this option off if the variable is a folder that will be placed on the 
desktop. 
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Source Tab 

 

Select the appropriate option button for the variableôs source: 

Á This Variable: Select this option to retrieve the variableôs new value from an existing 
environment variable of the same name or from this variable's default value. 
 
If this option is selected, Prism Deploy searches the target computer's environment first 
to find a value for the variable. If a corresponding variable is not located in the 
environment, Prism Deploy uses the default value, which is specified on the Variable 
Properties | Name tab. This option is the default. 

Á Another Variable: Select this option to retrieve the new variableôs value from another 
variable. The source variable should be defined before the Prism file is installed. This 
other variable is typically one that is set at the computer or through a login script. 
 
Use this option if an environment variable is defined but you want the option of overriding 
that variable when the Prism file is installed. To have Prism Deploy prompt you for the 
override value, define a prompt for the variable. (See Variable Properties | User Prompt 
Tab.) 
 
Enter the name of the source variable in the Source Variable Name text box. 

Á Registry Value: Select this option to retrieve the variableôs value from the specified 
registry value under the specified key. Leave this blank to use the registry key's default 
value. Only REG_SZ and REG_EXPAND_SZ values are supported. 
 
In the Registry Key text box, enter the full registry key path under which Prism Deploy 
can find the source registry value. The root key can be spelled out (for example, 
HKEY_CURRENT_USER) or abbreviated (for example, HKCU). 
 
In the Registry Value text box, enter the registry value from which to retrieve the 
variableôs value. Leave the text box blank to use the registry keyôs default value. Only 
REG_SZ and REG_EXPAND_SZ value types are supported. 
 
Hint: If you do not know where Windows stores a registry value, let Prism Deploy help 
you find it. Take a Picture of the registry. Make a change that affects the value you want 
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to locate. Find the changes with Prism Deploy. You see the affected registry keys 
immediately. 

Á File Location: Select this option to resolve the variable's value to the location (full path) 
on the target system of the file that you enter in the text box. The first file found with the 
same name is used. 
 
By default, the App Paths key in the registry is searched first. Followed by the directory 
on the search path, then all of the local drives. If the file is not found in App Paths or in 
the directory on the search path, this process can take a long time. 
 
For example, this option may be useful when upgrading software that is or may be 
installed in a different location on each userôs computer, such as a virus scanning 
program. 

1. Set up a variable to represent the virus programôs folder and set the source to the 
location of the SCAN.EXE program. 

2. In the File Name text box, type the name of the file whose location will be used to 
resolve this variable. Enter the file name only, not the complete path. Or click the 

 button to choose the source file. Only the file name is retrieved. 

3. Under Search for the file, select the check boxes to indicate the area on the 
target computer Prism Deploy should search to locate this file. Prism Deploy 
searches in the order that the check boxes are listed (that is, it searches in the 
registry first, followed by the path, and so on). These options let you speed up 
searches by skipping a complete search of the hard disk. Choose from the 
following options: 
 
In the Registry  
In the Path  
On Local Drives  
On Network Drives 

Á INI File: Select this option to retrieve the variableôs value from a key in a section of an INI 
file. For example, if the computerôs IP address is stored in an INI file, you can configure a 
Prism Deploy variable to read the INI entry to resolve the variable. 

1. Type the INI fileôs path and name in the INI File Name text box, or click the  
button to choose the source file. If you omit the path, the INI file is assumed to be 
in the Windows directory. 

2. In the INI File Section text box, enter the section of the INI file from which to 
retrieve this variable's value. You do not need to include the brackets around the 
section name. 

3. In the INI File Key text box, enter the key from which to retrieve the variable's 
value. 

Á None: The variable's value is retrieved only from its default value, which is specified in 

the Variable Properties | Name tab. 

Use this option to specify a file name, path, or other variable that is not dependent on the 
existing environment. You can also use this option to prompt the user for a value. 
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User Prompt Tab 

 

To prompt the user for the variableôs value when the file is installed, select an option under 
Prompt User: 

Á Never: The user is never prompted for the value. 

Á If Value is Blank: The user is prompted for the variableôs value only if it fails to retrieve 

the value from another source. 

Á Always: The user is always prompted for the variableôs value. 

If you selected Always or If Value is Blank, in the Prompt Text box, enter a text message to 
display to the user, along with the prompt for the variable. 
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Item Properties 

Item Properties dialog 

 

On the Item Properties dialog box you can view properties for each item within a Prism file and 
define when to delete or replace the item when Prism Deploy installs the file. 

To open the Item Properties dialog box, right click on a file, folder, registry key, or value in the 
Editor window and select Properties from the drop down menu. 

Note: You can view file properties for folders, registry keys, and other high level items. However, 
you can only modify the properties and set replace options for the low level items such as 
documents, files, shortcuts, and registry values. 

The Item Properties | File Properties tab displays the itemôs file name, type, location, size, 
compressed size, and MS DOS name. 

Á You can change the Modified Date and Time. Changing these values may be useful if 
you selected the Overwrite if date/time is earlier or later option in the Replace tab of 
the File Properties dialog box. 

Á You can also modify the fileôs Attributes by selecting the necessary check box(es): 

Read only: Makes the file read only. It can be viewed but not modified. 

Archive: Indicates that this file should be archived. Some programs use this option to 
control which files are backed up. 

Stored: This box is checked when the fileôs contents are stored in the Prism file. 

Hidden: Indicates this file is a hidden file. 
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System: Indicates this file is a system file. 

Temporary: Indicates this file is a temporary file. 

Á If the item you selected was listed under Deleted Items in the Editor window, you can 
specify the conditions under which the item is deleted from the target computer. Set 
these options on the Delete tab. 
 
The delete options vary depending on whether you select a file, folder, registry key, or 
registry value. 

Á If the item you selected was not a deleted item, click on the Replace tab to select options 
for when Prism Deploy should replace an existing item of the same name. 
 
The replace options vary depending on whether you select a file or folder or a registry 
value. 

Note: If you selected a registry value in the Editor window, see Defining Registry Value 

Properties. 

Setting Disk Space Requirements 

The Item Properties for a drive, special folder, or network volume let you specify how much free 
disk space the volume must have before installation will occur. Prism Deploy does not check disk 
space before installing a file, unless you configure it to do so. However, if it runs out of disk space 
before completing the installation, the Prism file uninstalls any changes it made. 

The disk space requirements can be updated through the Item Properties | Disk Space tab or 
through the File Properties | Requirements tab. 

This tab is available on the Item Properties dialog box when you right-click on a drive, special 
folder, variable folder, or volume in the Editor window. 

Options on this tab include: 

Á Check disk space before installing 

Á Minimum free disk space 
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Defining Replace Options 

 

The options on the Replace tab of the Item Properties dialog box tell Prism Deploy how to install 
an item if it already exists on the userôs system. The replace option set here supercedes any of 
the defaults set in the File Properties | Replace tab. 

Á Select an option from the drop down list: 

 Use default settings: Prism Deploy uses the default setting defined in the 
File Properties | Replace tab. This option is the default. 

 Overwrite if file is different: The file is installed if it does not already exist or 
if it differs from the existing file in any way. 

 Overwrite if date/time is later: The file is installed if it does not already exist 
or if its date/time stamp is later than the existing file. 

 Overwrite if date/time is earlier: The file is installed if it does not already 
exist or if its date/time stamp is earlier than the existing file. 

 Never overwrite existing file: The file is installed only if it does not already 
exist. 

 Overwrite if version is different: The file is installed if it does not already 
exist or if its version number differs from the existing file. 

 Overwrite if version is later: The file is installed if it does not already exist 
or if it has a later version number than the existing file. 

 Overwrite if version is earlier: The file is installed if it does not already exist 
or if it has an earlier version number than the existing file. 

 Overwrite if version is identical: The file is installed if it does not already 
exist or if its version number is identical to the existing file. 

 Overwrite if file is identical: The file is installed if it does not already exist or 
if it is identical to the existing file. 
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 Always overwrite existing file: The file is always installed. 

Á Donôt install files unless they already exist. Select this check box to prevent a new 

file from being added. 

Defining Delete Options for Folders 

The options in the Delete tab of the Item Properties dialog box tell Prism Deploy when to delete a 
folder with the same name from a userôs computer. The delete option you select here supersedes 
any defaults defined in the File Properties | Delete tab. Select an option from the drop down list: 

Á Use default settings: Prism Deploy uses the default setting defined in the File Properties 

| Delete tab. This option is the default. 

Á Delete only if empty: Delete the folder only if it is empty. 

Á Always delete: Always delete the folder, even if it contains files or subfolders. 

Á Never delete: Never delete the folder. 

Defining Delete Options for Registry Keys 

The options in the Delete tab of the Item Properties dialog box tell Prism Deploy when to delete a 
registry key with the same name from a userôs computer. The delete option you select here 
supersedes any defaults defined in the File Properties | Delete tab. Select an option from the drop 
down list: 

Á Use default settings: Prism Deploy uses the default setting defined in the File Properties 

| Delete tab. This option is the default. 

Á Delete only if empty: Delete the registry key only if it is empty (it does not contain any 

other registry keys or values). 

Á Always delete: Always delete registry keys, even if it contains other registry keys or 

values. 

Á Never delete: Never delete registry keys. 

Defining Delete Options for Registry Values 

The options in the Delete tab of the Item Properties dialog box tell Prism Deploy when to delete a 
registry value with the same name from a userôs computer. The delete option you select here 
supersedes any defaults defined in the File Properties | Delete tab. Select an option from the drop 
down list: 

Á Use default settings: Prism Deploy uses the default setting defined in the File Properties 

| Delete tab. This option is the default. 

Á Delete if value is identical: Delete a registry value only if it is identical to an existing 
value. 

Á Delete if value is different: Delete a registry value only if it is different from an existing 
value in any way. 

Á Always delete: Always delete registry values. 

Á Never delete: Never delete registry values. 

Á Subtract from existing value: Delete the parts of a registry value that are contained in 
the existing value. This option should be used only when you want to delete an item from 
a registry value representing a list of items. This option is also only valid on registry 
values that are strings (that is REG_SZ, REG_MULTI_SZ, and REG_EXPAND_SZ). 
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Defining Delete Options for Files in a Prism File 

 

The options in the Delete tab of the Item Properties dialog box tell Prism Deploy when to delete a 
file with the same name from a userôs computer. The delete option you select here supercedes 
any defaults defined in the File Properties | Delete tab. 

Select an option from the drop down list: 

Á Use default settings: Prism Deploy uses the default setting defined in the File Properties 

| Delete tab. This option is the default. 

Á Delete if file is identical: Delete the file only if it is identical to an existing file. 

Á Delete if file is different: Delete the file only if it is different from an existing file in any 

way. 

Á Always delete: Always delete the file. 

Á Never delete: Never delete the file. 

Defining Registry Value Properties 

To view and modify registry value properties, right click on a registry value on the right side of the 
Editor window and select Properties from the drop down menu. 

The Item Properties | Registry Value Properties tab displays the name of the registry value and its 
location in the registry. 

Á Select an option from the Data Type: drop down list to change the registry valueôs data 
type: 
 
REG_SZ 



Package Editor User's Guide 

80 

REG_EXPAND_SZ 
REG_MULTI_SZ 
REG_DWORD 
REG_BINARY 
REG_COUNTER 

Á In the Data: text box, modify the valueôs data. 

Merge Changes into List-Type or String-Type Registry Values 

You can merge changes into list-type registry values (REG_MULTI_SZ) and string-type registry 
values (REG_SZ and REG_EXPAND_SZ), rather than overwriting the existing values. By default, Prism 
Deploy updates the registry values that hold the PATH component using this method. Prism 
Deployôs RULES.INI file can be configured to handle other string registry values in this way. (See the 
Deployment Guide or Console online help for more information about the RULES.INI file.) 

Permissions 

Overview of Permissions for Items 

Permissions are used to control the level of access a user or group has to a file, folder, or registry 
key in Windows. When you define permissions for an item, you specify which users or groups 
have access to it and you define what they can do with it (for example, read, write, execute, and 
so on). Prism Deploy captures changes to permissions when finding changes to a system, and 
the Prism Deploy Editor lets you edit these permissions and define your own permissions. When 
the Prism file is installed, the permissions are added to or subtracted from the permissions for the 
items on the target computer. Prism Deploy handles permissions in much the same way as it 
handles registry values. It adds permissions to and subtracts them from a systemôs existing 
permissions, just as it adds and subtracts registry values without replacing the entire registry. 

Caution: Before adding permissions to an item in the Prism file, be familiar with NTFS and 
registry permissions and how they are implemented in Microsoft Windows. Also, plan 
the permissions before adding them to a Prism file. Setting up permissions without a 
thorough understanding of their effect may cause problems that are difficult to reverse. 

Example 

You are using Prism Deploy to install a new software applicationðAcmePro. For security, you 
limit access to C:\PROGRAM FILES, but for this application to work, users need permission to write to 
the folder C:\PROGRAM FILES\ACMEPRO\USER DATA. You can add the correct permissions to the target 
computers in either of these ways: 

Á After installing AcmePro but before capturing it in a Prism file, right-click on the User Data 
folder in Windows. Choose Properties from the pop-up list. In the Security tab, give 
users the necessary access to the User Data folder. 
 
Now capture the AcmePro installation in a Prism fileðthe necessary permissions are 
automatically captured along with the files and folders. When the Prism file is installed, 
the permissions for this folder are also installed. 

Á If you prefer, set the permissions through the Editor. Capture the AcmePro installation 
with the Prism Deploy Editor. With the captured installation open in the Editor, go to the 
Item Properties | Security tab for the User Data folder. Set permission for everyone to 
write to this folder. When the Prism file is installed, the permissions for this folder are also 
installed. 

Permissions Displayed in the Editor 

Before capturing or updating permissions, it is important to understand how the Editor displays 
permissions. Prism Deploy only displays the explicit permissions for an item; it does not display 
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the effective (inherited plus explicit) permissions for an item. So, when viewing the permissions 
through the Editor, the permissions you see depend on where they were added originally before 
you captured them in a Prism file. You see only the permissions for the folder or file that are to 
change. The permissions dialog boxes are blank for items that inherit these permissions. 

For example, if you take a Picture of a folder that has explicit permissions, the Item Properties | 
Security tab for the folder reflects the permissions. However, the Item Properties | Security tab 
is blank for a file within the folder. In contrast, the Windowôs Security property sheet for each item 
in the folder displays the permissions for the parent folder (if inheritance has been set up). 

Inheritance of Permissions 

Files and folders often inherit the permissions of their parent folder. This means you do not 
usually have to define permissions for large sets of files or folders. Often adding permissions to or 
subtracting permissions from a single parent folder can accomplish what you want. 

You cannot use Prism Deploy to remove inherited permissions. However, you can reverse the 
inherited permissions by using the Item Properties | Security tab to deny permissions to a file or 
subfolder. For example, Joe can read the folder C:\DATA\FINANCIALS because he has inherited this 
permission from his read access to C:\. Using Prism Deploy to remove his access to 
C:\DATA\FINANCIALS does not change his read access to this folder. To remove Joeôs read access to 
C:\DATA\FINANCIALS, you must remove his access to C:\. Of course, this solution may prevent Joe 
from doing anything on the C:\ drive. 

In the example above, it is better to add a Deny permission for Joe to C:\DATA\FINANCIALS. Using 
Prism Deploy to install a Deny permission prevents Joe from reading this folder and any files or 
folders within it. But, the deny permission is only for the C:\DATA\FINANCIALS folder. Joe and the 
software application he runs still have access to the rest of the hard drive. 

Capturing Permissions 

Permissions are captured along with other file information when you take a Prism Deploy Picture. 
However, the permissions are only captured and displayed in the Picture for the parent folder 
where the permissions were originally assigned. If you are taking a custom Picture and the parent 
item is not part of the Picture, the Prism file does not contain any permissions. 

When you use the Editor to find changes, Prism Deploy only captures permissions if there was a 
change in the permissions between the before and after environments, Prism Deploy captures 
the permissions explicitly assigned to newly installed items. The permissions dialog boxes are 
blank for items where the permissions did not change. 

Manually Setting Permissions 

Permissions for an item in the Prism file can be set through the Item Properties | Security tab. 

Installing Permissions 

The permissions defined on the Item Properties | Security tab are added to or subtracted from 
items when the Prism file is installed on a target computer. The permissions of the current user 
do not generally matter during installation. Prism Deploy can add and subtract permissions 
regardless of the current userôs ability to do so. 

A Prism file containing permissions can only be installed if the target computer supports 
permissions. If the target computer does not support permissions, installation of the Prism file will 
fail. For example, a Prism file that adds permissions to a folder on the C: drive will fail on a 
system with a FAT hard diskða format that does not support permissions. 
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Security tab 

 

The Item Properties | Security tab lists the objects (users, computers, domains, groups, and so 
on) being granted or denied permissions. It also lists the permissions that control the type of 
access they have to the item. If you are viewing the properties for an item in the Deleted Items 
portion of the Editor, then this tab lists the permissions that are to be taken away. Through this 
tab, you can add names and set specific permissions for each name. 

The Item Properties | Security tab opens when you right-click on an item in the Editor main 
window, then click the Security tab. 

Caution: Before using this tab, read Overview of Permissions for Items. Using this option without 
a thorough understanding of permissions could cause problems that are difficult to 
reverse. 

  

Note: This dialog box is designed to follow the format of the Security property sheet in Microsoft 
Windows. Like the Windows interface, the appearance of this tab varies between the 
different versions of Windows. The fields or buttons on your computer may differ slightly 
from the descriptions provided here. 

Users, Computers, and Groups 

The box in the upper part of the tab lists the users and groups for whom permissions will be 
added to the item. To add more users or groups, click Add to add the names. Then define new 
permissions just as you would when changing the permissions in Windows. If you are editing a 
Deleted item, the permissions you define here are taken away from the existing permissions 
during installation. 
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Á Add: Click the Add button to add a user or group that should have permissions allowed 

or denied for the item. The Select User or group dialog box opens. 

Á Remove: Click the Remove button to remove the highlighted name. The designated 
permissions will no longer be added to or subtracted from the user or group during 
installation. 

Note: You cannot use Prism Deploy to remove inherited permissions. See Overview of 
Permissions for Items for more information. 

Permissions 

In the lower part of the tab, set the level and type of permissions for the name highlighted in the 
upper part of the tab. To allow or deny access to the item, select the appropriate check box. In 
most cases, the standard levels of permissions listed here are sufficient. 

Á Allow. With this option selected, the user or group is granted the permission. Selecting 
Full Control automatically grants all permissions. 

Á Deny: With this option selected, the user or group is denied this type of access to the 

item. 

Caution: Be careful when using Deny. Deny takes precedence over Allow. 

Special Access Permissions 

To customize the permissions or set special access permissions, click the Advanced button. The 
Access Control Settings dialog box opens. 
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Access Control Settings dialog 

 

The Access Control Settings dialog box gives a more detailed view of the information presented 
in the Item Properties | Security tab. Use this dialog box to customize the permissions to any level 
of detail. 

The Access Control Settings window opens when you click the Advanced button on the 
Item Properties | Security tab. 

Note: This dialog box is designed to follow the format of the Security property sheet in Microsoft 
Windows. Like the Windows interface, the appearance of this tab varies between the 
different versions of Windows. The fields or buttons on your computer may differ slightly 
from the descriptions and graphic provided here. 

Add 

To add a user or group, click the Add button. A new dialog box opens where you can add names 
to the permissions list. 

After adding names, Prism Deploy opens the Permission Entry where you can set special access 
permissions or customize the permissions. 

Remove 

To remove the permissions set for a user or group, highlight the name and click the Remove 
button. The name is removed from the list and the permissions are removed from the item for this 
user or group. 




















































































































